
DELEGATED APPLICATION REPORT

APPLICATION NUMBER: 170929/LBC
ADDRESS: 
THE PROPOSAL

Repairs to the roof and underside of the entrance portico to the North Block of the Royal Berkshire Hospital.
SITE DESCRIPTION 

The site is a Grade II* listed hospital building.
RELEVANT SITE HISTORY

None relevant to this particular proposal.
RESPONSE TO CONSULTATIONS

The application was not assessed at an Applications Steering Group meeting.
The Council’s Conservation Consultant has confirmed that he has no objection to the proposed works.

RESPONSE TO PUBLICITY

None.
POLICIES

Legal and Planning Policy Context
Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires that proposals be determined in accordance with the development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise.  Material considerations include relevant policies in the National Planning Policy framework (NPPF) - among them the 'presumption in favour of sustainable development'.

The following local and national planning policy and guidance is relevant to this application:

National Planning Policy Framework 

Part 12 – Conserving and enhancing the historic environment

Planning Practice Guidance

· Conserving and enhancing the historic environment
Reading Borough Local Development Framework Core Strategy (2008)

CS33 (Protection and Enhancement of the Historic Environment)

Sites and Detailed Policies Document (2012)
SD1 (Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development)

APPRAISAL

The application is for repairs to the underside of the portico above the main entrance to the North Block.  Some of the plaster in this area has deteriorated, and in some cases has become detached from the portico.  As well as being unsightly this is presenting a hazard to staff and members of the public.
The repairs are limited to the damaged areas, and the proposal is considered to be a proportionate response to the problem.  The works are considered to be necessary for the preservation of the building.

The applicant has also identified damage to the portico roof.  They intend to undertake investigative work, following which a detailed specification for repairs will be compiled.  It is recommended that this specification is submitted to the Council for approval.
Equality Act 2010

In determining this application the Council is required to have regard to its obligations under the Equality Act 2010. However, there is no indication or evidence (including from consultation on the application) that the protected groups identified by the Act have or will have different needs, experiences, issues and priorities in relation to this particular planning application.  Therefore in terms of the key equalities protected characteristics it is considered there would be no significant adverse impacts as a result of the development.

RECOMMENDATION

Grant.
Case Officer: Ben Pratley


