DELEGATED APPLICATION REPORT

Proposal: Consent to display 8No. mixed illuminated signs to Front/Side/Rear elevations and 2No. grounds signs and 1No. Free standing sign.
Case officer: Julie Williams

Date received (valid from): 8 August 2018 - Target Decision date: 3 October 2018


1.
INTRODUCTION

The proposal site is at the corner of Portman Road and Little John’s Lane.  Selco is a large builders merchants open from 7:30am – 3pm mon - fri. There is currently signage on the building and adjacent to it on the verge of Portman Road. On north side of Portman Road all uses are commercial while on the south side is a landscaped strip with play area and residential. 

2.
PROPOSAL AND SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Fascia sign 1 – 3no. overdoor entrance signs made from aluminium panels powder coated blue with white text. Not illuminated

Fascia sign 2 – to go above Fascia sign 1 mainly yellow panels with company blue and white logo. Size 4185 mm x 3185mm. Internally illuminated to 200 cd/m2

Fascia signs 3 & 4 - 2no. overdoor exit signs made from aluminium panels powder coated blue with white text. Not illuminated.

Fascia signs 5 & 7 – a set of 6 round signs in blue and yellow base with text. To go just below eaves on elevation. Not illuminated. On elevation to Portman Road and Little John’s Lane 

Fascia signs 6 – 3no signs height 0.7 x 59 to go along eaves to replace existing. Not illuminated.

Fascia sign 8 – on Portman Road elevation 2.5m x 2.5m mainly yellow box with blue text. Internally illuminated to 200 cd/m3.

Fascia Sign 9 – on Portman Road but on east facing elevation.  2.5m x 2.5m mainly yellow box with blue text. Internally illuminated to 200 cd/m3.

Totem sign - Proposed replacement totem sign 5m high by 1.9m wide and 0.25m thick. Double sided. Mainly blue with yellow logo and text. Internally illuminated to 200 cd/m3. 
3. RELEVANT PLANNING HISTORY 
05/01323/FUL - Change of use from General Industrial use to B8 Builders Trade Warehouse, replacement of roof, recladding, changes to windows and doors on the south, east and west elevations including new windows and exit/entrance doors, and the extension and reconfiguration of carpark layout - permitted

06/01031/ADV  Non-illuminated signs – granted Oct 2006

06/01317/ADV 2no. non illuminated totem signs – granted Dec 2006
08/0454/ADV – Illumination of fascia signs – granted July 2008

08/01283/ADV – illumination of totem signs – granted Dec 2008

4.
CONSULTATIONS

4.1
Site notices were placed on site but no addresses were consulted by letter.

4.2
No representations have been received.

Transport - No objections 

5. LEGAL AND PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT

Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires that proposals be determined in accordance with the development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise.  Material considerations include relevant policies in the National Planning Policy framework (NPPF) - among them the 'presumption in favour of sustainable development'.

The following local and national planning policy and guidance is relevant to this application:

National Policy

National Planning Policy Framework 

National Planning Practice Guidance

Reading Borough Local Development Framework Core Strategy (2008)

CS7 (Design and the Public Realm)
Sites and Detailed Policies Document (2012)

DM22 (Advertisements) 
6. APPRAISAL

Policy CS7 states that all development must be of high design quality that maintains and enhances the character and appearance of the area of Reading in which it is located.  In addition to this Policy DM22 states that new advertisements will respect the building or structure on which they are located and/or their setting…and will not have a detrimental effect on public safety.  
The application site is a large commercial/trade building materials supplier and lies within the Portman Road Core Employment Area. A number of other buildings on Portman Road have large internally illuminated signs.  The principle of the proposed replacement signs is therefore acceptable, including those that are to be internally illuminated. 

The above schedule of signs details which are to be illuminated.  There was a concern for the large sign no.8 on the Portman Road frontage and residential amenity.  This is relevant in this case as the site lies opposite residential properties, which are 50 metres away beyond Portman Road and a landscaped and treed strip.  It is unlikely that the proposed illumination will be harmful to the amenities of these residents given that the luminance will be 200cd/3, which is enough to be seen but not enough to cause glare. 

In addition the signs will be on a time clock, and will be illuminated during business hours only when dark, which are:

Mon – Fri 
6:30am – 8pm

Sat

7am – 4pm

Sun

10am – 4pm

There was also concern that the signs on the frontage would appear cluttered but the applicant has confirmed that the A boards on the verge will be removed.  
7. CONCLUSION

With the additional information provided by the applicant it is found that the proposal complies with the relevant planning policies.  
8. RECOMMENDATION

GRANT advertisement permission.

Standard Adv conditions

Luminance limited to 200 cm/3

Illumination limited to business hours 
A Boards to be removed. 
