[image: keen-letter-underlay_01.gif]








Heritage Statement Re 18 Russell Street Reading


1.0.0. CS33 Protection & Enhancement of the Historic Environment

This Policy states that Planning permission will only be granted where development has no adverse impact on historic assets & their settings. All proposals will be expected to protect & where appropriate enhance the character & appearance of the area in which they are located.

Any development in the Conservation area will be expected to make a contribution to the area by respecting & enhancing its architectural & visual qualities & achieving a high standard of design. The Council will therefore have regard to both the quality of the townscape & the quality & interest of the area, rather than solely that of the individual building.

1.1.0. The Russell Street/Castle Street Conservation area appraisal.

Within the character areas, Russell Street comes within Area 3

6.3 Area 3: Russell Street, Baker Street, and the surrounding residential
roads..
Most of this area was developed between the late 18th century and the late 19th
century, with some 20th century infilling to back gardens (Goldsmid Road,
Franklin Street, small part of Russell Street). The area is characterised by tall
terraces of late Georgian houses (Russell Street, Baker Street) and similar, mid
or late-19th century houses, also in a terraced form (Waylen Street, Zinzan
Street, Carey Street, Jesse Terrace). The buildings have small front gardens or
areas, with little obvious planting or trees apart from in Jesse Terrace and the
western end of Baker Street. Uses are mainly residential, with a small shop and
public house in Baker Street. Jesse Terrace retains more original features than
the other streets of unlisted buildings such as Waylen Street or Zinzan Street.
Negative features:
x Poor quality pavement and road surfaces
x Wheelie bins on pavement
x Loss of original windows and doors in unlisted Buildings of Townscape
Merit
x Overhead telephone wires
x Modern street lighting
x Loss of front boundaries and gardens to create car parking (e.g. no. 46
Baker Street)
x Poor quality front boundaries
x Rubbish in front areas




1.2.0. The Building & its surroundings

18 Russell Street consists a three-storey building with basement. It’s part of a terrace on the western side of Russell Street, expanding from numbers 6 to 22, constructed in the 19th Century and incorporating mainly red facings with stucco string courses with brick heads & stone sills.

Much of the external joinery has been replaced although the arched window to the front hall is original & still intact.

The property is in reasonable condition for its age but would benefit from refurbishment & modernization.

No 16 Russell St immediately & attached to the north benefits from a similar two-storey extension to allow its conversion into 5no flats which was approved ref 070638
Many buildings to the rear on this side of the road have been extended, in many cases with large multi storey structures. Because of the large rear gardens these structures do not dominate the plots.

The front elevations have been left unaffected.

1.3.0. The Proposal

The proposal is to build a subervient rear extension to provide additional accommodation on two floors. This extension is similar to the rear extension of no16.

The rear garden is also adequate even after taking the extension into consideration.

The design of the extension does not detract from the character of the building or street scene & is not dissimilar to that of no 16 as it is limited to the rear of the building. The small section which does extend beyond the northern flank wall is subservient & in keeping with the architectural character.

It is proposed to replace the rear windows with new box sash timber windows to match the original. The design would be similar to that of 16 Russell Street. The brick elevations will be retained & renovated. 

This will allow sufficient investment to substantially improve the building & provide an additional one-bed flat.
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