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1. Pathway Lighting Strategy

1.1 Visitor’s Journey and Key Views Analysis

Plan View. Circulation Analysis

visitor circulation

The new intervention revives the initial communication 
between building and people. In addition to enhancing 
the experience for visitors who use the offices and 
services it activates the pathway that connects the 
public spaces on both sides of the building turning it 
into a lively attractive element of the urban fabric.

Analyzing the circulation within the space it becomes 
clear that there are two very distinct functional areas 
-the pathway and the reception area.

The Pathway - is straightforward, intensive, fast. A 
shortcut that activates the whole building. It turnes 
what was before a dark, unsafe, non-inviting shortcut 
into a desire path, inviting, pleasant walk that saves 
time.

Key View Points and Lines of Sight

Visibility and sight lines are important considerations 
in fulfilling the project program. 

Approaching the building from Forbury square offers 
wider front overview of the bulding. It can be perceived 
as a whole as the main pedestrian path continues 
and pierces trough the building. Side views from the 
square are limited.
Approaching from Abbey square the building is 
perceived from the sides.
A very important visual connection is the unobstructed 
view trough the building that allows visitors to see both 
destination points when going trough the pathway.

abbey 

square

forbury 

square
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1. Pathway Lighting Strategy

1.2 Volumes and Materiality Analysis

Section trough the Pathway. Light and Volume Analysis

glazed walls are more permeable 

during dark hours. side walls 

dissapear making the lit office 

spaces part of the pathway 

experience

Materiality and Volumes during Daylight Hours Materiality and Volumes during Dark Hours

glazed walls frame the view being 

feflective during the day

dark hours brightness 
levels variation curve

threshold 

area
threshold 

area

decompression 

area

daytime brightness 
levels variation curve
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1. Pathway Lighting Strategy

1.3 Moodboard
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1. Pathway Lighting Strategy

1.4 Exterior General Principles

Abbey Square Entrance

illuminated ceiling 

surface along the whole 

length of the pathway 

guiding the sight 

1

2

3

1

2

3

soft glow emitted through 

the fins at entrance area 

to increase visibility from 

the sides

illuminated ground plane to enable 

safe and secure usability of the 

pathway. soft spill of light to the sides 

and front to support visibility when 

approaching from the square
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1. Pathway Lighting Strategy

1.5 Interior General Principles 

Pathway Interior. Looking towards Abbey Square

1

2

2

illuminated ground plane 

along the pathway

illuminated 

ceiling plane 

along the whole 

length of the 

pathway

visible reflection of the timber 

fins in the glazing creating the 

impression of additional depth

vertical brightness on the 

full height timber fins

2

a subtle point of interest in the 

atrium section of the pathway 

to enhance the impression of 

psychological relief (decompression)

higher horizontal brightness 

levels mark the entrance to 

reception

keeping an 

unobstructed 

view through the 

pathway

1
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1. Pathway Lighting Strategy

1.6 Technical Solution

Pathway Interior Lighting Strategy

1

2

3

1

2

3

Surface mounted narrow beam spotlights between fins

Optional ground recessed narrow beam uplight with glare protection

Ground recessed linear uplight with lens optics and glare protection

10/20° beam angle

narrow beam angle, 
louvers and glare 
shield. Factory 
tilted

>⌀ 110mm, 
>200mm(H)

111mm(H)x 
84mm(W)

Surface mounted to 
metal structure above, 
flush with fins

10º beam angle, 
glare shield

⌀ 81mm, 84.5mm(H)

Deep recessed LED 
source



Davidson House, Reading © 2017 Light Bureau
9

1. Pathway Lighting Strategy

1.7 Indicative Setting Out

Pathway Lighting. Indicative Section

Pathway Lighting. Indicative Plan Layout

narrow beam uplights 

recessed in stair steps. 

to be coordinated 

medium beam 

downlights in single 

height section. flush 

mounted between fins

downlights behind 

laser cut aluminium 

screen. requires 

further coordination

narrow beam 

downlights. flush 

mounted between 

fins in double height 

section

ground recessed 

uplights to single 

height section ceiling

ground recessed 

uplights to double 

height section 

ceiling. between fins

ground recessed 

uplights to single 

height section ceiling

ground recessed 

uplights to double 

height section 

ceiling. between fins
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1. Pathway Lighting Strategy

1.8 Preliminary Calculations 

View 1: Pathway Exterior from Abbey Square View 2: Pathway Interior from Forbury Square

View 1 False Colour Render. Illuminance Levels

View 2 False Colour Render. Illuminance Levels
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2. Interior Lighting Strategy

2.1 Visitor’s Journey and Key Views Analysis

Key View Points and Lines of SightPlan View. Circulation Analysis

slow intensive

cosy functional

visitor circulation

KEY:
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2. Interior Lighting Strategy

2.2 Reception Lighting

Reception Layout. Lighting Strategy Reception Lighting Strategy

1

low brightness levels at 

entrance seating area

illuminated 

circulation path. 

higher brightness 

at reception area

2

3

2

1

3

illuminated key 

vertical surfaces 

to help orientation 

and navigation

lighting to timber fin structure to support 

the visual connection to the  pathway

lighting to 

feature wall

2
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