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The 1:500 scale Ordnance Survey mapping was introduced in 1855 as a
replacement for the 1:528 scale and to compliment the 1:2500 scale that had
been implemented in 1853. By 1895, the 1:500 scale covered most towns
over a population of about 4000 at the time of survey, although very few
towns were mapped more than once at this scale, and none have been since
1910. The 1:500 scale gives particular emphasis to such features as lamp
posts, man holes, arched passages and minor building projections. Also often
featured are divisions between tenements, interior ground floor layouts of
public buildings, and on earlier plans, the functions of the various parts of
larger industrial premises are also indicated. Content of the plans does vary
however, from one town to the next in terms of, for example, the
completeness of railway tracks and the coverage of public buildings.
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Berkshire
Published 1899
Source map scale - 1:2,500

The historical maps shown were reproduced from maps predominantly held
at the scale adopted for England, Wales and Scotland in the 1840’s. In 1854
the 1:2,500 scale was adopted for mapping urban areas and by 1896 it
covered the whole of what were considered to be the cultivated parts of Great
Britain. The published date given below is often some years later than the
surveyed date. Before 1938, all OS maps were based on the Cassini
Projection, with independent surveys of a single county or group of counties,
giving rise to significant inaccuracies in outlying areas.
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