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Internal Memorandum

	

	To:  
	Ralph Chakadya
	Your Ref:
	180080

	From:
	Elizabeth Senyah - Environmental Health Officer
	My Ref:
	EP/612926

	Date consultation received: 1 February 2018
	Date: 5 March 2018

	


Application Number: 180080  
Premises Address: Thames Valley School, 2 Conwy Close, Tilehurst, RG30 4BZ
Application For: First floor extension to Thames Valley School, revised drop off parking and additional parking spaces for cars and motor bikes

Environmental Protection concerns

· Noise impact on/arising from development

· Air Quality 

· Construction and Demolition phase

Noise impact on/arising from development

The proposal is for an extension to an already established school. The school is set back from the main road, The Meadway, and shielded by trees. The extension itself will be even further back from the main road and shielded by other buildings as well. Furthermore, the application states that the design of the building will meet the appropriate criteria for acoustics and internal qualities for a school building of this type. Therefore the impact of road/traffic noise on the extension, and the addition of a further 30 pupils, is not thought to cause a significant concern in terms of noise impact on the school or noise generated by the school. 

Air Quality 

A small part of the extension appears to just fall within the Air Quality Management Area, but this part of the AQMA is not an area that monitoring has identified as being a pollution hot-spot (likely to breach the EU limit value for NO2) and the extension to this already established school will be at first floor level. Therefore impacts of traffic pollution is likely to be minimal and an assessment/mitigation is not required. 

Construction and demolition phases

We have concerns about potential noise, dust and bonfires associated with the construction (and demolition) of the proposed development and possible adverse impact on nearby residents (and businesses).

Fires during construction and demolition can impact on air quality and cause harm to residential amenity.  Burning of waste on site could be considered to be harmful to the aims of environmental sustainability. 

Recommended conditions

Control of Noise and Dust – CMS to be submitted

No development shall take place before a scheme has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority, which specifies the provisions to be made for the control of noise and dust emanating from the site during the demolition and construction phase.  Thereafter, the use shall not commence until the approved scheme has been fully implemented.

Reason: To protect the occupants of nearby residential properties from noise and dust during the development of the site.

Hours of Working – construction and demolition phase

The hours of noisy construction, demolition and associated deliveries shall be restricted to the hours of 08:00hrs to 18:00hrs Mondays to Fridays, and 09:00hrs to 13:00hrs on Saturdays, and not at any time on Sundays and Bank or Statutory Holidays without prior approval from the Local Planning Authority.
Reason: In the interests of the amenities of nearby residents.

Bonfires

No materials or green waste produced as a result of the clearance of the site, demolition works or construction works associated with the development hereby approved shall be burnt on site.
Reason: In the interests of air quality, the amenity of neighbours, and to promote more sustainable approaches to waste management in accordance with Policies CS34 (Pollution and Water Resources) and CS2 (Waste Minimisation) of the Reading Borough LDF Core Strategy 2008

If you have any queries please contact me.

Kind regards,

Elizabeth Senyah -

Environmental Health Officer

