DELEGATED APPLICATION REPORT

APPLICATION NUMBER: 181333/LBC
ADDRESS: University of Reading – LO43 – Acacias 
THE PROPOSAL

Refurbishment and repairs to existing porch.
SITE DESCRIPTION AND SURROUNDING AREA

The site is a listed building that forms part of the London Road campus of Reading University.  The surrounding area comprises a mixture of residential and university uses.

RELEVANT SITE HISTORY

Numerous applications for alterations to buildings needing LB consent. 

RESPONSE TO CONSULTATIONS

The application was assessed at an Applications Steering Group meeting.  It was agreed at this meeting that the application should be permitted.
RESPONSE TO PUBLICITY

No representations were received.
POLICIES

Legal and Planning Policy Context
Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires that proposals be determined in accordance with the development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise.  Material considerations include relevant policies in the National Planning Policy framework (NPPF) - among them the 'presumption in favour of sustainable development'.

The following local and national planning policy and guidance is relevant to this application:

National Planning Policy Framework 

Part 1 – Building a strong, competitive economy

Part 12 – Conserving and enhancing the historic environment

Reading Borough Local Development Framework Core Strategy (2008)

CS33 (Protection and Enhancement of the Historic Environment)

APPRAISAL

The application is for the repair and refurbishment of what looks, from a distance, an attractive pitched roof porch facing London Road. However, close up it is evident that the porch is in need of repair and this application sets out clearly how it is proposed to do this. 

Detailed drawings and information include:

1756986 – 180001 Rev A  Site & Block Plans

5006984 – 001 Rev A Existing & Proposed front elevations with details

5006984 – 002 Rev A Existing & Proposed side elevations with details

Numerous photographs

Design & Access Statement REV A
The DAS was revised to delete reference to Upvc pipes etc as metal ones will be used in keeping with the materials used on a listed building. 
The proposed refurbishment of this important feature on this listed building is welcomed and the proposed methods are appropriate and comply with the above relevant policies. 
Equality Act 2010

In determining this application the Council is required to have regard to its obligations under the Equality Act 2010. However, there is no indication or evidence (including from consultation on the application) that the protected groups identified by the Act have or will have different needs, experiences, issues and priorities in relation to this particular planning application.  Therefore in terms of the key equalities protected characteristics it is considered there would be no significant adverse impacts as a result of the development.

RECOMMENDATION

Grant.
Case Officer: Tom Hughes
