


DELEGATED APPLICATION REPORT			          Target Date: 08/05/18
Application No: 180416/ADV
Address: Site at Worton Grange, Imperial Way, Reading 
Case Officer: Ralph Chakadya
Site Description and Surrounding Area
The application site comprises a recently permitted mixed use scheme at Worton Grange.  Retail unit A is located at the corner of A33 Relief Road and Imperial Way.  
Proposal
The application proposes 8No.internally illuminated fascia signs to the elevations of the retail unit as follows
· South East Elevation (front) – main entrance signage comprising 2 signs measuring 2500mm x 5500mm;   1 x main central sign with retail name WRENS 6000mm x 3130mm and 1 x welcome sign 850mm x 6000mm 
· North East (side)facing new road/car showrooms – 1 x sign measuring 1965mm x 5300mm
· North West Elevation (rear) facing Imperial Way - 1 x sign measuring 3200mm x 6300mm and  1 x sign 1965mm x 5300mm
· South West Elevation (side) facing A33 - 1 x sign measuring 1965mm x 5300mm
The signage is for advertising the occupier of the retail unit, WRENS Kitchens. 
Acceptable amended plans were submitted that slightly increased the size and contents of the high level sign to the main front elevation of the retail unit. 
Relevant Planning History
151944/FUL – A Hybrid application seeking outline planning permission for the development of up to 175 new homes, including affordable housing(with all matters reserved apart from access), and full planning permission for the development of 12 commercial units in flexible use within Classes B1(c),B2 and B8,two car showrooms with MOT and servicing(Sui Generis), three retail warehouse units (Class A1),120 bed hotel (Class C1),pub with restaurant facility (Class A4),coffee shop (Class A1), restaurant (Class A3), and bank (Class A2). New vehicular access from Basingstoke Road and Imperial Way. Bus stop facilities, hard and soft landscaping and other ancillary development (Summarised Description). Permitted 14/ 4/2016. (Officer Note: The current application is in connection with this permission currently being implemented).
Consultation Responses
RBC Transport - Transport does not have any objections to this proposal as the totem sign is not illuminated and is located within the property boundary and not the public highway. 
RBC Environmental Health – no objection
Summary of Discussions with Applicant/Agent - 
None
Equality Act 2010
In determining this application, the Council is required to have regard to its obligations under the Equality Act 2010. However, there is no indication or evidence (including from consultation on the application) that the protected groups identified by the Act have or will have different needs, experiences, issues and priorities in relation to this particular planning application. Therefore in terms of the key equalities protected characteristics it is considered there would be no significant adverse impacts as a result of the development.
Relevant Planning Policy and Guidance
The following local and national planning policy and guidance is relevant to this application:
Reading Borough Local Development Framework Core Strategy (2008) Policies:
CS7: Design and the Public Realm
Sites and Detailed Policies Document (2012)
DM4: Safeguarding Amenity
DM12: Access, Traffic and Highway-Related Matters
DM22: Advertisements
The main issues to be considered are:
a. Amenity
b. Public safety
Amenity
The proposed signage is not considered harmful to the surrounding area and is suitable in an area that was granted planning permission for mixed use commercial development currently under construction. The material and colouring of the signage is considered appropriate and would not detract from the amenity of the area. The proposal is therefore in accordance with Policy DM22: Advertisements of the Sites and Detailed Policies Document. 
Public Safety
The proposed signage would be located within the boundary of the site and will not overhang the highway positions and therefore would not cause a physical obstruction to members of the public using the highway. The Council’s Transport Officer has assessed the signage and concluded that illuminated signs subject to a condition controlling illumination levels would not cause a distraction to users of the highway. The proposal is therefore considered acceptable in public safety terms in accordance with DM12: Access, Traffic and Highway-Related Matters of the Sites and Detailed Policies Document (2012).
RECOMMENDATION  GRANT CONSENT
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