

Design and Access Statement 


				
1. 	What are the features on the existing site?


	
Queen Victoria Street is a pedestrianised thoroughfare in the centre of Reading, Berkshire. It connects Broad Street with Friar Street and Station Road.  The street and buildings 
were constructed in the early years of the 20th century to provide a direct route from Broad Street to Station Road and hence Reading's railway station.  20 – 22 Queen Victoria Street consists of a part tiled ground and first floors and the second and third floors of the Building (the floor plans of which are attached to this application).  

The request is to move the front door so that it lies flush with the buildings either side, with a view to move and replace the front door.  By bringing the front door forward to sit in line with the two buildings either side, this will stop the doorway area being used as a public convenience for late night revellers and a doorway for sleeping in.

Buildings either side are Ladbroke at 20 Queen Victoria Street and TUI at 16/18 Queen Victoria Street 








2.	Please provide details of how access issues have been addressed


	
There will be no change to access issues – the door will be moved forward 75 cms and the existing (currently tiled) area will move to the inside of the building with the doorway sitting flush to the buildings either side and direct entrance from the thorough fare.











								





3. 	Please provide details of the layout of proposed development

	The attached plans and photographs indicate the current layout and the proposal is to move the doorway forward by c75cms and replace the existing door.













4. Please provide details of the scale/appearance of the proposed development


	
The existing doorway – frame and door are 95 cm wide – the proposal is to move the doorway forward by 75 cms so that it lies flush with the two buildings either side, thus removing the ‘porch’ that attracts late night revellers looking to relieve themselves and those looking for a dry space to have a cigarette.

The door itself will be replaced with a door in keeping with its requirement to be used as an office building access/egress – there is no consistency in approach currently taken in Queen Victoria Street.









							

5.	Please provide details of the landscaping in the proposed development


	[bookmark: _GoBack] Moving the door forward will enhance the appearance of the building and provide an opportunity to modernise and clean up the area












6.	Please provide details of how Heritage Assets issues have been addressed


	
Queen Victoria Street houses approx. 40 different retail units and as such there is no consistency of design or frontage.  We do not see any issue with moving the doorway forward and don’t believe it will have any impact on the surrounding area.










