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5.0 DESIGN PROPOSALS
5.2 SITE DEFINITION 
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The proposed development plot outline following the planning 
consultation carried out in August 2018.
(After)

Pre planning consultation development plot outline, in DAS 
volume I,  page 41.
(Before)

During the planning consultation in August, a concern has been 
raised in relation to the proximity of the proposal to the Grantley 
Heights habitable room windows. 

In response to this concern, the proposed new building has been 
stepped back to create 11.5m offset from the Grantley Heights 
habitable room windows and the massing has been moved 
where the windows of the Grantley Heights are to the communal 
circulation spaces. 
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TALLER BUILDING SET BACK FROM THE CORNERTALLER BUILDING SET BACK FROM THE CORNER

During the planning consultation in August, a concern has been 
raised in relation to the dominance of the proposals and it's 
potential impact on the distance views from the Forbury Road 
towards Wesley Methodist Church.  
 
In response to this concern, the building height has been reduced 
to ensure the spire of The Wesley Methodist Church has been 
perceived more dominant.  
 
In addition, the tower element has been chamfered to increase 
the distance between the spire and the proposed building. 
 
Proposed projecting balconies have been replaced with the 
recessed types to further improve the views.

Following the planning consultation in August, the building 
height has been reduced to 9 storeys and the tower element 
has been chamfered to enhance the long distance views from 
Forbury Road towards Wesley Methodist Church. 
 
Further, the corner of the link building has been rounded 
to improve the setting at the corner of Queen's Road and 
Watlington Street. 
(After)

Pre planning consultation massing with ten storey new building 
facing the Watlington Street consisting a five storey base 
building, a setback on the link floor and a further four storey 
tower element. 

(Before)

CHANGE

5.0 DESIGN PROPOSALS
5.3	 PROPORTION & MASSING
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5.0 DESIGN PROPOSALS
5.3	 PROPORTION & MASSING

Following the planning consultation in August, the distances 
between various elements of the proposal between neighbouring 
buildings have been reviewed and, where critical, have been 
improved as per the following diagrams. 
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Following the planning consultation in August, trees have been 
introduced to the Watlington Street and Queen's Road frontages 
to soften the appearance and setting of the proposed building. 

5.0 DESIGN PROPOSALS
5.5 BUILDING ELEMENTS - THE BASE

Updated visualisation showing the proposal from the corner of Queens Road and Watlington Street with landscape features. (ref pp.55)
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Visualisation showing the transparent entrance lobby.

Following the planning consultation in August, the corner of 
the link building has been rounded to improve the setting of the 
corner of Queen's Road and Watlington Street. 

5.0 DESIGN PROPOSALS
5.5	 BUILDING ELEMENTS - THE LINK 
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Following the planning consultation in August, the building 
height has been reduced to 9 storeys and the tower element 
has been chamfered to enhance the long distance views from 
Forbury Road towards Wesley Methodist Church. 

Previously proposed projecting balconies have been replaced 
with the recessed types to improve on the distance views.

5.0 DESIGN PROPOSALS
5.5	 BUILDING ELEMENTS - PRIVATE AMENITY SPACES

View of the chamfered tower
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Incorporating all the responses into the proposals resulted in an 
appropriate design, in keeping with its context, complementary 
to the fast developing Reading town.

5.0 DESIGN PROPOSALS
5.6	 MATERIALITY & APPEARANCE
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Visualisation showing the relationship between the 'ensemble of buildings'
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