
 

 

 

 

 
 

Mrs Hannah Williams 

Heights Tree Care 

Mayfield 

Hazlemoor Lane 

Gallowstree Common 

Reading  

Berkshire 

RG4 9DJ 

 

James Crosbie 

Acting Head of Planning, 

Development and Regulatory 

services 

Civic Centre, Reading, RG1 2LU 

 0118 9373787 

 

Our Ref: 190448/TPO 

Your Ref: 

 

Direct: 01189 374294 

sarah.duckworth@reading.gov.uk 
 

3rd April 2019 

 

Your contact is: Sarah Duckworth, Planning and Building Control 

 

Dear Ms Williams, 

 

RE: PROPOSED WORKS TO A HORSE CHESTNUT AT CHILTERN COLLEGE SCHOOL, 

PEPPARD ROAD, READING AND PROTECTED AS T4 OF TREE PRESERVATION ORDER 8/17. 

 

Thank you for your application dated 19th March 2019 regarding the above. 

 

I can confirm that the following proposed works, as detailed in your application, are 

approved subject to the conditions below: 

 

Approved Tree Works 

T4 Horse Chestnut – Re-pollard back to previous reduction points. 

 

Conditions 

 

1. Pollarding is the removal of all branch tips back to previous pruning points. All cuts 

shall be made above or in line with the previous pruning cuts taking care not to damage 

or remove the established pollard knuckles.  

Reason: To reduce harm to the long term health and vitality of the tree as a result of the 

pruning work.  

 

2. All tree surgery shall be in accordance with BS 3998: (2010) Tree Work - 

Recommendations. 

Reason: To ensure that all works are carried out in an acceptable arboricultural manner. 

 

 

 



 

 

3. Climbing spikes shall not be used whilst undertaking any form of works on living trees, 

except on trees to be felled. 

Reason: Spikes can cause extensive long-term damage 

  

4. The approved canopy reduction shall be undertaken in mid-late Summer (July – 

September) when the tree’s energy reserves are at their height or during the Winter 

months of December – January during the period of dormancy. 

Reason: Taking into account the tree’s phenological cycle and in order to avoid any 

unnecessary detriment to the tree as a result of the pruning work. 

 

Informatives 

 

1. You are advised that, in accordance with Part 4, 17 (4) of The Town and Country 

Planning (Tree Preservation)(England) Regulations 2012, this decision is valid for one 

pruning operation (as per the approved specifications) to be undertaken within two years 

from the date of this notice, after which the consent lapses and a new application will be 

required. 

 

2. IMPORTANT - Disturbance of wildlife: Tree contractors are required to avoid tree works 

from impacting on nesting birds under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and 

European Habitats Directive 1992/Nesting Birds Directive. 

 

The ‘Bird Nesting Season’ is officially from February until August (Natural England) and it 

is recommended that tree or hedge cutting or site clearance should be done outside of 

the nesting season.  

 

However, in reality the nesting period may start before this and extend beyond it in some 

cases. The busiest time for nesting birds is from 1st March until 31st July and of course 

varies according to species, etc.  

 

When tree or vegetation clearance work has to be undertaken during the nesting season, 

a pre works survey needs to be carried out by a suitably competent person. As a general 

rule, it should be assumed that birds will be nesting in trees, and contractors are required 

to assess, record and confirm that any works carried out in the management of trees and 

other vegetation has not disturbed actively nesting birds. 

 

If you wish to appeal against any of the conditions attached to this consent, please 

contact the Planning Inspectorate within 28 days of receipt of this letter to obtain the 

relevant forms: 

 

The Environment Appeals Team, The Planning Inspectorate, Room 3/25, Hawk Wing, 

Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6PN 

 

Email: environment.appeals@pins.gsi.gov.uk 

Tel: 0117 372 8192 

 

If you require any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me on the above 

number. 

mailto:environment.appeals@pins.gsi.gov.uk


 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Sarah Duckworth 

 

Sarah Duckworth 

Consultant Assistant Natural Environment Officer 

 

cc. Chris, Chiltern Training College & Nursery, 1 Peppard Road, Caversham RG4 8JZ 


