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Introduction

This document supports a planning application for student residential accommodation at a 
site at 40 Silver Street. The proposals are formed of two linked blocks forming a courtyard with 
access and amenity space surrounding this. 

The landscape proposals consider both the street-scape onto Silver Street and the external 
spaces surrounding the building. A design is sought that combines both clear and easy 
access to the building and usable amenity space for the benefit of residents together with 
an appropriate approach to the setting of the building and landscape within the existing 
streetscape and neighbourhood.

Site Location

The proposal site is located to the south of the city within easy walking distance of the main 
rail station and connecting bus routes.

The development proposal is currently built over with a single storey warehouse with parking 
to a fore court between the building and Silver Street. There is no access through the site and 
currently access is only gained via the Silver Street frontage.

The site is connected to the wider highway network with both London Road and Queens Road 
to the immediate north offering connecting around the city.
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MASTERPLAN PROMPTS

Opportunities existing to improve the frontage 
onto Silver Street and to potentially introduce 
some street tree planting.

The Site

The site is currently a single storey warehouse with parking 
to a small lot at the frontage onto Silver Street. Although 
full access was not possible when visiting the site, no trees 
appear to be present within the curtilage of the proposal site 
and the boundaries to neighbouring properties appear to be 
a combination of brick wall and fencing. 

Adjacent Development

Existing buildings either side of the proposal site front directly 
onto the pavement with the current building on the proposal 
site set back from these by several metres. Properties border 
the site to the north, south and west with Silver St lying 
broadly due east. Land use around the site is predominantly 
residential but the buildings bordering the site to the south 
appear to be commercial and commercial offices are located 
opposite.

Existing Materials

The street material palette is currently limited to concrete 
kerbs and tarmac pavements with some street tree planting 
further south and within the pavement/highway.

Above: Photo view looking south down Silver St
Below: View of proposal site fronting onto Silver St
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Movement and Space: Ground Level Landscape Plan

The main entrance is accessed via Silver Street by pedestrian users, and provides access to the upper 
terrace and the cycle storage. There is also access into the Block A a few metres down the site front.  

The access to the lower courtyard and main amenity space is though an internal staircase of Block A. This 
is surrounded by lower ground floor studios, the common room, and steps that provide access to the rear 
of Block B. 

Vehicular movement routes around ground level

Pedestrian access around the building blocks and into the amenity 
areas

Amenity areas
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DESIGN DEVELOPMENT
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Design Intent

The  development  proposals offer the opportunity to improve the frontage 
of the plot onto Silver Street, both through the replacement of the existing 
commercial building and through the introduction of street trees along the 
front of the building within the pavement.

Street trees on this frontage will reinforce the recently planted new street 
trees to the South on Mount Pleasant and new street trees proposed in front 
of the approved scheme for 79 Silver Street to help achieve a ‘boulevard’ 
character 

A small recreation courtyard overlooks the main level -1 courtyard with planters 
and seating. Reflecting a similar aesthetic to the central amenity space. A 
space allowing for group gatherings and seating surrounded by planting. 

Furniture

The furniture used in the scheme 
will consist of materials such as 
steel and timber, in warm colours 
to complement the buff brick work 
of the building. In the upper terrace 
a glass balustrade will allow views 
over the space below.

Planting

Trees will be small varieties to fit into 
the proposed spaces and provide 
some shade but not over shadow 
the proposed amenity areas.

Planting elsewhere will be a 
combination of species suitable for 
semi shade to provide colour and 
variety through the year.



40 Silver Street Reading �| Landscape Sketch Design Ideas LEVEL 0 LANDSCAPE LAYOUT

Upper courtyard 
The main amenity space

Raised planters in powder 
coated steel with ornamental 
shrub and herbaceous 
planting suitable for shade

1:21 access ramp to raised 
courtyard

Evergreen hedge behind retaining wall to 
provide screening for bedroom windows 

and softening of hard landscape

Steps to ground level and access to rear of 
building 

Group seating circular 
bench,  with timber finish and 
up-lighters

Bench on lower level of courtyard 
facing common room 

Curved timber benches that sit 
on top of raised planter edges

Access from Block A 
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Proposed Pre-cast Concrete Flags
Product: Concrete flags by Hardscape (or similar approved)
Plan Size: 400x400 mm, 400x250 mm
Unit Depth: 60 mm
Colour: Autumn Oyster
Finish: Shot Blasted
Laying Bond: Running Bond

Proposed Ornamental Planting
Mixed shrub and herbaceous planting
5-7ltr pots with 10ltr specimens
Planting beds to receive 75mm depth ornamental bark mulch.

Proposed Timber Bench
Product: Edinburgh bench by Logic or similar approved
Material: Timber and Steel
Dimensions:  450 x 530 x 2000 mm

Proposed Raised Planters
Product: Bespoke raised planters by Logic or similar approved
Material: Powder Coated Steel
Dimensions: 450 mm height

Proposed Pre-cast Concrete Flags
Product: Concrete flags by Hardscape (or similar approved)
Plan Size: 600x600 mm
Unit Depth: 63 mm
Colour: Autumn Oyster
Finish: Shot Blasted

Proposed In Ground Up Lighters
Material: Safety Glass and Stainless Steel
Dimensions:  100 x 100 mm

Proposed Ornamental Hedge
Density at 4 per linear metre planted in 5 ltr pots
Planting beds to receive 75mm depth ornamental bark mulch.

Proposed Bitmac Surface

Proposed Tree In Hard Landscape
Height: 4000mm
Girth: 14-16cm
Tree Grill: 1200 x 1200 mm Steel
by BlueGreen Urban or Similar approved

Proposed Boudary Tree In Soft Landscape
Height: 4000mm
Girth: 14-16cm

Proposed Native Buffer Mix
Vegetative buffer between the development and adjacent
land, to be planted as 60-80cm root stock
Planting beds to receive 75mm depth ornamental bark
mulch.
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GENERAL  NOTES

1. This drawing is the copyright of tpm landscape Ltd and cannot be
reproduced in any form without the consent of the company.

2. This drawing is to be read in conjunction with detail landscape
drawings, details and specification.

3. This drawing is to be read in conjunction with all relevant Architects',
Engineer's, Specialists, Bills of Quantities and Specifications.

4. The insertion of any firm or proprietary brand on this drawing is an
indication of the class or quality required and does not exclude the
use of alternative materials that are equal in performance, quality
and appearance, provided that they have been approved in writing by
the Landscape Architect.

5. The Contractor is responsible for accurately ascertaining the position
of underground services and responding to all relevant service
easement requirements.

6. All dimensions are in millimetres unless stated otherwise, for the
purposes of construction this drawing must not be scaled and only
written dimensions used. Written and scaled dimensions to be
checked on site, any discrepancies reported prior to work
commencing. IF IN DOUBT PLEASE ASK.

7. All work and materials are to be in accordance with the relevant
British Standards and Code of Practice.

8. All Proprietary products are to be used strictly in accordance with the
manufacturer's instructions and details.

REVISION  NOTES

- -
A 26.02.19BF Buffer Tree planting updated
B 27.02.19BF On street parking updated

GROUND LEVEL LANDSCAPE LAYOUTt

Raised Planters with 
ornamental shrub and 
herbaceous planting.
Timber benches to provide 
outdoor seating that will 
catch the morning and 
afternoon sun with a view 
over the central lower ground 
courtyard

Main Pedestrian Entrance

Trees in hard landscape to give 
character to street front and 
boulevard feel 

Evergreen hedge and ornamental 
shrub planting to provide privacy 
buffer to the street facing studios

Paved access to rear of 
Block B accessible though 
lower ground courtyard 

Refuse Holding Area

Tarmac access to rear of Block A 
and neighbouring property

Cycle Store

Boundary tree planting and 
native shrub mix

On Street Parking
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Planting

Planting will be contained in raised 
planters 

Tree species will be small-medium 
in size and be of a species with a 
relatively light canopy such as silver 
birch.

Plants will be a combination of shrubs 
with some perennials for colours and 
seasonality. Shade tolerant plants 
will be chosen as well as spring 
flowering perennials.

 GROUND LEVEL LANDSCAPE DETAIL
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3D Model of Central Amenity Space

The following images illustrate the courtyard at completion, with the planting in flower 
and the midday sun lighting up the central space for people to sit and gather. 

Looking over the upper terrace with views over the central courtyard amenity space. 

View from the steps at the south end of the courtyard, facing the common room and block B. 

View stood on the upper terrace, facing south east over the courtyard, 
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Aerial View 

The above is the central courtyard and upper terrace in the early afternoon of summer sun. 

View from beneath the upper terrace, by the common room, facing south east across the amenity space.

View from 3rd floor Studio Window in Block A


