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Appendix D Risk Rating Matrix 

Table D.1: Risk rating for contaminated land qualitative risk assessment 

Level of Severity 

Likelihood 

Most 
Likely 

Reasonably 
Foreseeable Unlikely 

Acute harm or severe chronic harm. 
Direct pollution of sensitive water receptors or serious pollution of other 
water bodies. 

High High Low 

Harm from long-term exposure. 
Slight pollution of sensitive receptors or pollution of other water bodies. Medium Medium Low 

No significant harm in either short or long term. 
No pollution of water that is likely to affect sensitive receptors.   
No more than slight pollution of other water bodies. 

Low Low Low 
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Appendix E Environmental Receptors 

The Contaminated Land Statutory Guidance has a four category system that considers harm to human 
health, controlled waters, flora and fauna, property, livestock and crops.  The Categories are broadly 
defined as follows: 

1  Contaminated Land – similar to land where it is known that significant harm has been caused or 
significant harm is being caused 

2  Contaminated Land – no significant harm being caused but there is a significant possibility for significant 
harm to be caused in the future 

3  Not Contaminated Land – there may be harm being caused but no significant possibility for significant 
harm to be caused in the future 

4  Not Contaminated Land – no pollutant linkage, normal levels of contaminants and no significant harm 
being caused and no significant possibility for significant harm to be caused in the future. 

Table E.1: Significant pollution to controlled waters 

Pollution of controlled waters 

Under Section 78A(9) of Part 2A the term “pollution of controlled waters means the entry into controlled waters of 
any poisonous, noxious or polluting matter or any solid waste matter.  The term “controlled waters” in relation to 
England has the same meaning as in Part 3 of the Water Resources Act 1991, except that “ground waters” does 
not include water contained in underground strata but above the saturation zones. (Paragraph 4.36)   

Given that the Part 2A regime seeks to identify and deal with significant pollution (rather than lesser levels of 
pollution), the local authority should seek to focus on pollution which: (i) may be harmful to human health or the 
quality of aquatic ecosystems or terrestrial ecosystems directly depending on aquatic ecosystems; (ii) which may 
result in damage to material property; or (iii) which may impair or interfere with amenities and other legitimate uses 
of the environment. (Paragraph 4.37). 

 

Significant pollution of controlled waters 

Paragraph 4.38 states that “The following types of pollution should be considered to constitute significant pollution 
of controlled waters: 

(a) Pollution equivalent to “environmental damage” to surface water or groundwater as defined by The 
Environmental Damage (Prevention and Remediation) Regulations 2009, but which cannot be dealt with under 
those Regulations. 

(b) Inputs resulting in deterioration of the quality of water abstracted, or intended to be used in the future, for 
human consumption such that additional treatment would be required to enable that use. 

(c) A breach of a statutory surface water Environment Quality Standard, either directly or via a groundwater 
pathway. 

(d) Input of a substance into groundwater resulting in a significant and sustained upward trend in concentration of 
contaminants (as defined in Article 2(3) of the Groundwater Daughter Directive (2006/118/EC)5)”. 

Paragraph 4.39 states that “In some circumstances, the local authority may consider that the following types of 
pollution may constitute significant pollution: (a) significant concentrations6 of hazardous substances or non-
hazardous pollutants in groundwater; or (b) significant concentrations of priority hazardous substances, priority 
substances or other specific polluting substances in surface water; at an appropriate, risk based compliance point. 
The local authority should only conclude that pollution is significant if it considers that treating the land as 
contaminated land would be in accordance with the broad objectives of the regime as described in Section 1 (of 
the Contaminated Land Statutory Guidance). This would normally mean that the authority should conclude that 
less serious forms of pollution are not significant. In such cases the authority should consult the Environment 
Agency”. 

The following types of circumstance should not be considered to be contaminated land on water pollution grounds: 

(a) The fact that substances are merely entering water and none of the conditions for considering that significant 


