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29 April 2019

RE: PROPOSED WORKS TO TREES AT WHITLEY RISE, READING, OVERHANGING THE
PALMER ACADEMY, NORTHUMBERLAND AVENUE, READING - SUBJECT TO TREE
PRESERVATION ORDER NUMBER 113/08.

Thank you for your application of 9 April 2019, regarding the above.

Further to our site meeting of 24 April 2019, | can confirm that the following proposed
works, as detailed in your application and clarified on site, are approved subject to the
conditions below and with reference to the attached photographs:

e Retained trees on the south boundary of Whitely Rise/north boundary of the
Palmer Academy playground - crown lift to 2m above the height of the chain link
fence or metal railings. Crown lifting should be confined mainly to the removal of
secondary and tertiary growth but can include main branches where these do not
exceed 5cm in diameter.

e Fell all trees within 1m of the chain-link or metal railings on the boundary
(boundary as defined above). This will include small self-set trees of varying
species but mainly Ash, Sycamore and EIm.

e Reduce to the height of the railings two entwined trees adjacent to the original
steps leading from the playground into Whitley Rise.



The above works relate to both trees within W1 of the TPO (within Bellway Homes
ownership) and G3 of the TPO (within RBC ownership). As discussed on site, it was
difficult to identify the 11 Sycamore that would have made up G3, however the trees to
be removed under the second bullet point above will not involve the removal of any
specimens of particular merit. | have liaised with Gill Rimmer, Tenant Support Services
Manager, Extra Care & Sheltered Housing, who is based at Cedar Court, Whitley Rise and
can confirm her acceptance of the tree works on the RBC land.

The intention to remove dead wood hanging over the playground is noted and prudent for
health and safety reasons.

The intention to sever Ivy is noted and prudent to avoid excess weight in the crowns and
to make full inspection easier; excessive lvy was noted on site.

Conditions

1.Five days notice in writing shall be given to the Council prior to undertaking the
approved works.

Reason: To ensure that the Local Planning Authority is given sufficient notice of the works
to enable the effective monitoring of tree work within the Borough.

2. All tree surgery shall be in accordance with BS 3998: (2010) Tree Work -
Recommendations.
Reason: To ensure that all works are carried out in an acceptable arboricultural manner

3. This decision is valid for two years from the date of this notice after which the consent
lapses

4. Climbing spikes shall not be used whilst undertaking any form of works on living trees,
except on trees to be felled.
Reason: Spikes can cause extensive long-term damage

Informatives

1. Removal of dead or dangerous wood: This does not require the formal consent of the
Council. However written notice must be given 5 working days in advance of removing
dead wood. Where a branch is deemed to be ‘dangerous’, i.e. where works are ‘urgently
necessary to remove an immediate risk of serious harm’, you are required to give notice
to the Council “as soon as practicable after the works become necessary’.

2. Disturbance of wildlife: It is an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as
amended) to disturb roosting bats or nesting birds. It is advisable to consult your tree
surgeon/consultant to agree an acceptable time for carrying out any work. Wildlife and
habitat controls are administered by Natural England who can be contacted on 0300 060



3900; enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk

3. It is best to avoid works in the period immediately before or during bud burst and leaf
fall to minimise the effect on the long-term health of the tree

4. Tree work consents on land not owned by the applicant: It is strongly recommended
that the owner of the tree be advised of any proposed works. The owner’s permission
must be sought if the tree works involve work past the boundary line. This consent does
not in any way imply that this Council has informed the owner or sought permission or will
condone the use of consents to force any landowner to grant such permission.

5. Trees not considered to be protected by the current Tree preservation order: Work can
be carried out to this tree without the formal consent from this Council.

6. Prior to the severing of well-established lvy at the base of the tree, it would be
prudent to carry out an assessment of whether any of the stems of the Ivy are forming a
natural brace above a suspected bark-included union

If you wish to appeal against any of the conditions attached to this consent, please
contact the Planning Inspectorate within 28 days of receipt of this letter to obtain the
relevant forms:

The Environment Appeals Team, The Planning Inspectorate, Room 3/25, Hawk Wing,
Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6PN

Email: environment.appeals@pins.gsi.gov.uk
Tel: 0117 372 8192

If you require any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me on the above
number.

Yours sincerely
Sarah Hanson

Sarah Hanson
Natural Environment Officer

C.c. Sam Knight, School Business Manager, The Palmer Academy
Mr Rob O’Carroll, Bellway Homes Ltd (Thames Valley)
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