DELEGATED APPLICATION REPORT			                         Target Date: 01/04/19
Application No: 190139/FUL & 190140/LBC
Address: Museum of English Rural Life, Redlands Road
Proposal: Installation of 84 solar panels to roof
Case Officer: Tom Hughes
Site Description and Surrounding Area
The application site is the Archive Building at the Museum of English Rural Life. The building has a shallow mono-pitch roof and is link-attached the principle buildings fronting Redlands Road. The building is not visible from public areas. The building is within the curtilage of listed buildings and Kendrick Road Conservation Area. The building is used as a specialist storage facility for records, photographs and accounts. 
Proposal
The proposal is for the installation of 84 solar panels to the roof of the building. The solar panels would cover an area of 137sqm. The panels would be mounted on metal frames, angled flush to the existing roof, with a maximum height of approximately 0.1m. The majority of the electricity generated would be consumed within the building. 
Plans Considered
The applicant supplied the following, received 29/01/19:
Design & Access Statement
Heritage Statement
Site Location
Drawing No: RUARC01 Rev. B – Existing Roof Plan
Drawing No: RUARC02 Rev. B – Proposed Roof Plan
Drawing No: RUARC05 Rev. B – Existing and Proposed Elevations
Drawing No: RUARC03 Rev. B – Existing Section
Drawing No: RUARC04 Rev. B – Proposed Section
Drawing No: RUARC06 Rev. B – Existing and Proposed Aerial View 
Relevant Planning History
None relevant to the application. 
Consultation Responses
Ecology
As per the plans submitted, the building has a flat roof and the solar panels will be installed across these areas. Considering the type of structure, it is unlikely that the proposals will affect bats or other protected species, and as such there are no objections to this application on ecological grounds. 
Neighbouring owners and occupiers at 8 Redlands Road and The Abbey School were consulted by letter. A site notice was displayed. No letters of representation were received.
Equality Act 2010
In determining this application, the Council is required to have regard to its obligations under the Equality Act 2010. However, there is no indication or evidence (including from consultation on the application) that the protected groups identified by the Act have or will have different needs, experiences, issues and priorities in relation to this particular planning application. Therefore in terms of the key equalities protected characteristics it is considered there would be no significant adverse impacts as a result of the development.
Relevant Planning Policy and Guidance
The following local and national planning policy and guidance is relevant to this application:
National Planning Policy Framework
Reading Borough Local Development Framework Core Strategy (2008)
Policy CS1 – Sustainable Construction and Design
Policy CS7 – Design and the Public Realm
Policy CS33 – Protection and Enhancement of the Historic Environment
Sites and Detailed Policies Document (2012)
Policy DM4 – Safeguarding Amenity
Appraisal
Policy CS1 states that proposals will be acceptable where the design of buildings and site layouts use energy, water, minerals, materials and other natural resources appropriately, efficiently, and with care and take account of the effects of climate change. The proposal has been designed to produce clean electricity from a renewable source in an attempt to reduce the amount of carbon dioxide created by the building. A large majority of the energy consumed by the building would be provided by the proposed solar panels. The proposal is therefore in accordance with Policy CS1 of the Core Strategy. 
Policy CS7 states that all development must be of a high design quality that maintains and enhances the character and appearance of the area of Reading in which it is located. Policy CS33 requires that all proposals will protect and where appropriate enhance the character and appearance of the area in which they are located. The proposed solar panels would have a relatively low profile, not visible from public areas. The installation of the solar panels is a reversible process and could be easily removed without lasting damage to the roof of the building. The proposal is not considered to compromise the significance of the listed building’s, within the curtilage of which this building is located or the historic character and appearance of the surrounding area. The proposal is therefore in accordance with Policies CS7 and CS33 of the Core Strategy.  
Conclusion
The proposal has been assessed and found to be acceptable as it accords with the identified policy and guidance. 
RECOMMENDATION
[bookmark: _GoBack]GRANT planning permission and listed building consent subject to conditions
