DELEGATED APPLICATION REPORT			                         Target Date: 19/11/18
Application No: 181607/FUL
Address: Telephone Exchange, Norcot Road
Proposal: Installation of louvre and replacement air cooling system
Case Officer: Tom Hughes
Site Description and Surrounding Area
The application site is a large two storey building, in use as a Telephone Exchange. A number of louvres already exist to the south-east elevation of the building. Pole-mounted antennae are located to the roof of the building. The surrounding area is predominantly residential, with dwellings in close proximity to the site in all directions.  
Proposal
[bookmark: _GoBack]The proposal is for the installation of a BL 50 Series aluminium louvre within an existing ground floor window opening to the south-eastward elevation, and a replacement air cooling system. 
Plans Considered
The agent supplied the following, received 12/09/18:
Drawing No: 96/01 Rev. A – Site Location, Block Plan, Existing and Proposed South-eastward elevation
Louvre specification
Air handling unit specification
The agent subsequently supplied the following, received 04/12/18:
Noise Impact Assessment ref: 4115-R1, by Clover Acoustics Ltd, dated 26/11/18
Relevant Planning History
980161/TEL – Condition A2(4) of Part 24 – Observations sent 06/03/01
980384/FUL – Erection of 7m rooftop telecommunications stub mast – Permitted 16/03/99
980903/FUL – New boundary fence at rear. Alterations to front boundary wall including new access gates – Permitted 17/03/99
992398/TEL – Rooftop installation of telecommunications stub mast and equipment – Observations sent 28/01/99
010299/TEL – Erection of equipment cabin – Observations sent 15/02/01
010027/FUL – Installation of vents to existing window opening – Permitted 09/10/01
011267/FUL – Installation of vents to existing window opening – Permitted 20/11/01
020996/FUL – Installation of 3 pole mounted antennas – Permitted 26/06/02
020536/FUL – Removal of windows and replacement with louvres – Permitted 17/09/02
060026/FUL – Replacement of window with louvre – Permitted 23/01/07
101964/FUL – Replacement of glazing to window with aluminium blade weather louvre – Permitted 07/01/11
Consultation Responses
Neighbouring owners and occupiers at 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 33, 33a, 33b, 33c, 43 and 45 Norcot Road, 19-26 Beatty Drive and 57 Kentwood Close were consulted by letter. A site notice was displayed. No letters of representation were received. 
Environmental Protection advised that cooling plant is typically noise generating plant. Given the surrounding residential dwellings, a noise assessment was requested to enable a comparison of the existing noise levels and the proposed installation. Following receipt of the Noise Impact Assessment, Environmental Protection confirmed that the assessment concludes that the proposed plant limit will achieve -1dB below background level. It was advised that this is louder than would normally be recommended, but as the background levels are already relatively low, -10 would be difficult to achieve. -1dB would not impact on recommended internal levels (BS8233:2014) being met, even with receptor windows open. As such, no objections were raised due to noise. 
Equality Act 2010
In determining this application, the Council is required to have regard to its obligations under the Equality Act 2010. However, there is no indication or evidence (including from consultation on the application) that the protected groups identified by the Act have or will have different needs, experiences, issues and priorities in relation to this particular planning application. Therefore in terms of the key equalities protected characteristics it is considered there would be no significant adverse impacts as a result of the development.
Relevant Planning Policy and Guidance
The following local and national planning policy and guidance is relevant to this application:
National Planning Policy Framework
Reading Borough Local Development Framework Core Strategy (2008)
Policy CS7 – Design and the Public Realm
Policy CS34 – Pollution and Water Resources
Sites and Detailed Policies Document (2012)
Policy DM4 – Safeguarding Amenity
Appraisal
Design and impact on the character of the surrounding area
The proposed louvre would be of modest standard design, fitting within an existing ground floor window opening. A number of other louvres are located to this elevation, and the proposal is of a similar appearance and style. The proposal is therefore acceptable as it would not cause harm to the appearance of the building or the character of the surrounding area. As such, the proposal is in accordance with Policy CS7 of the Core Strategy.  
Impact on neighbouring amenity
The application site is surrounded on all sides by residential dwellings, sufficiently proximate to constitute noise sensitive receptors. Accordingly, a noise assessment was requested and supplied, to establish the likely impact of the proposal on these noise sensitive receptors. As per the consultation response from Environmental Protection, the proposal would achieve -1dB below background level. -1dB would not impact on recommended internal levels (BS8233:2014) being met, even with receptor windows open. The proposal is therefore in accordance with Policy CS34 of the Core Strategy and Policy DM4 of the Sites and Detailed Policies Document. 
Conclusion
The proposal has been assessed and found to be acceptable, as it complies with the identified policy. 
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