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DELEGATED APPLICATION REPORT			          Target Date: 25/9/19
Application No: 190523/FUL
Address: Land at A33, Spring Gardens, Whitley, Reading
Proposal: Proposed two-sided 6m x 3m LED advertising hoarding on steel support 
Case Officer: Anthony Scholes
1. Site Description and Surrounding Area
The site relates to land adjacent to the A33 (Basingstoke Road). The signage would be located approximately 87m from Lindisfarne Way and setback 0.6m from the A33. The proposed signage would be within a landscaped portion adjacent to the A33 and adjacent to the Kennet Island turn bus stop. 
2. Proposal
The proposed includes the construction of a 8m high structure containing a 2m high steel support, with two 6m x 3m digital advertising as a double sided ‘V’ sign. 

3. Internal Consultations
RBC Transport Development Control 
No Objections, subject to conditions and informatives.
4. External Consultees
CCTV/ Thames Valley Police (TVP)
No objections
Neighbours
A site notice was erected on site, no objections have been received to date.
5. Relevant Planning History
None applicable.

6. Equality Act 2010
In determining this application, the Council is required to have regard to its obligations under the Equality Act 2010. However, there is no indication or evidence (including from consultation on the application) that the protected groups identified by the Act have or will have different needs, experiences, issues and priorities in relation to this particular planning application. Therefore in terms of the key equalities protected characteristics it is considered there would be no significant adverse impacts as a result of the development.
7. Relevant Planning Policy and Guidance
The Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) Regulations 2007 apply.

8. Relevant Policies
The application has been assessed against the following policies:

National Planning Policy Framework (2019)
Part 12: Achieving well designed places 
Part 16: Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment

National Planning Practice Guidance
Advertisements

Reading Borough Local Development Framework Core Strategy (2008) (altered 2015)
CS7: Design and the Public Realm
CS33: Protection and Enhancement of the Historic Environment
	
Sites and Detailed Policies Document (2012) (Altered 2015)
DM4: Safeguarding Amenity
DM12: Access, Traffic and Highway-Related Matters
DM22: Advertisements

9. Appraisal
Legislative context
As set out above under the advertisement regulations factors relevant to public safety include highway safety and whether the adverts would hinder security or surveillance devices. In this instance, the key issue in this instance would be highways safety and public safety in relation to distraction of drivers, or opportunities for concealment points around such advertisements. In this instance, the proposed signage is located a sufficient distance from any junction, and conditions can be imposed which restrict the use of the signage in ways that could distract drivers. Additionally, the proposal is to be built on two steel supports allowing a clear view and no concealment points around the proposed sign.

Design and appearance
Policy DM22 (Advertisements) states that advertisements will not have a detrimental impact on public safety. It also specifies that the cumulative impact of adverts will be taken into account. Policy CS7 (Design) seeks that all development should create safe and accessible environments. Policy DM12 (Highway Matters) states that development will only be permitted where it is not detrimental to highway safety. Policy CS20 (Reading Transport Strategy) seeks to promote transport safety. The surrounding area is adjacent to a high speed road area, and contains no noteworthy structures.

The proposed sign would be located 2m above ground level at its lowest point (as the land slopes away from the road) the sign would be double sided and V-shaped being 6m in height and 3m in width. The proposed sign would be situated adjacent to the road, and be highly elevated above the adjoining public footpath. The overall footprint of the proposal is quite small. There are currently no other structures within the grass verge and landscaped section between Basingstoke Road and the bicycle/footpath adjacent. The proposed signage would be 8-9m above ground level, though there are no buildings, trees, or other structures surrounding the proposed sign and as such would not detract from their appearance. Given the open nature of the area, and lack of structures, vegetation, and overall setting, the proposed advertisement is considered to respect its setting in accordance with Policy DM22 and Emerging Policy OU4.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, as this is to be the first digital sign approved on or around the A33, the proliferation, or cumulative impact of such signs is not considered to raise any concerns in this instance. 
10. Conclusion
Having regard to the material considerations and all matters raised, the Local Planning Authority considers that the balance of considerations therefore weigh in favour of granting advertisement consent subject to conditions. 
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