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1. Introduction  

This report has been prepared by Hoare Lea to provide an overview of the various existing underground utility 

services in and around the site pictured below, along with the requirement for new services/connections to 

serve the new development. The site is situated on land to the bounded by the existing Wensley Road in 

Reading. 

 

 

The report investigates the extent of the underground utility services in the local area surrounding the site and 

outlines possible risks associated e.g reinforcements and diversions of the various utility systems. This report 

investigates only the major utilities and their impact on the proposed re development of the site. 

The information detailed within the report is based on a desk top study review of the record information 

provided by the various utility providers. 
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2. Existing utilities   

2.1 General  

The existing record information has been reviewed for each of the utility services (electric, water, gas and 

telecoms) where available. A copy of the record information received to date is included within the Appendices 

of this report. 

2.2 Electricity – Scottish & Southern Energy Networks (SSEN)  

From the information provided on the SSEN plotted cable records (see Appendix 1) there are both High 

Voltage (HV) & Low Voltage (LV) cables routed across the site. 

2.3 Gas – Scotia Gas Networks (SGN) 

From the record information provided (see Appendix 2) there are existing SGN low pressure gas mains that run 

around Wensley Road. 

2.4 Water – Thames Water 

From the record information provided (see Appendix 3) there is an existing Thames Water water main that runs 

along Wensley Road and drainage systems that run across the site.  

2.5 BT Openreach and Virgin 

BT and Virgin infrastructure runs across the site to serve the existing buildings, but do not look to be impacted 

by the development plans. 

2.6 Not Affected 

The following companies have confirmed that they do not have apparatus in the vicinity and are not affected: 

- Energetics 

- Instalcom/CenturyLink Communications UK Limited (formerly Level 3), Global Crossing (Uk) Ltd, Global 

Crossing PEC, Fibernet UK Ltd and Fibrespan Ltd 

- Teliasonara 

- KPN 

- Sota 

- Sky Telecommunications Services Ltd 

- Verizon 

3. Diversions / modifications  

Electricity 

Diversion work is expected associated with the new section of road running north to south across the western 

section of the site. 

Gas 

Diversion work is expected associated with the section of Wensley Road that is to be stopped up.  

Water 

Diversion work of both water and drainage is expected associated with the section of Wensley Road that is to 

be stopped up and the new section of road running north to south across the western section of the site. 

Telecoms 

Diversion work is expected on BT Openreach apparatus associated with the section of Wensley Road that is to 

be stopped up and the new section of road running north to south across the western section of the site.  
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4. New supplies  

General 

The new site utility requirements have been assessed and applications made to Scottish and Southern Energy 

Networks (SSEN) and Thames Water. Applications to BT Openreach cannot be made until the planning process 

has been undertaken. The details below provide an indication of the requirements for the redevelopment. 

Electricity 

Direct new LV supplies have been requested to each house. A larger supply has been requested to the block of 

apartments which shall be split to provide direct utility supplies to each apartment. 

Gas 

No supply application has been made for gas as not required. 

Water 

Direct new water supplies have been requested to each house and the ground and first floor apartments. A 

bulk supply has been requested to the block of apartments which shall be split to provide direct utility supplies 

to each apartment above 1st floor. 

Telecoms 

Applications to BT Openreach cannot be made until the planning process has been undertaken.  

5. Summary  

The information detailed within the report is based on a review of the record information provided by the 

various utility providers. It is anticipated that the requested new supply connections would be able to be 

provided to serve the new development. The utility diversions associated with the stopping up of the section of 

Wensley Road will need to be progressed in line with the programme for those works.  
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Appendix 1 – SSEN existing cable records  
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Scottish and Southern Energy Power Distribution Ltd. 

Registered Office: Inveralmond House, 

200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3AQ 

Registered In Scotland No.SC213459 

 

If you’re unsure & need to seek advice before commencing excavations please contact:  

General Enquiries: 0800 048 3516 

 

Subject to revision – Master held by SSEN Asset Data Team: 

Asset.Data@sse.com 

01256 337 294 

Area: Line: Dig Sites 

 

Voltages (V) 

LV (Low Voltage) and Services Up to 1,000V 

HV (High Voltage) Over 1,000V to 11,000V 

EHV (Extra High Voltage) 22,000V to 132,000V 

Transmission 275,000V and 400,000V 

  

NORMAL DEPTH TO THE TOP OF THE CABLE WHEN LAID 

 Services LV HV EHV 

Footpath/Unmade 0.45m 0.45m 0.6m 0.8m 

Road Crossing 0.6m 0.6m 0.75m 0.9m 

Agricultural 1m 1m 1m 1.1m 

 

WARNING 

There may have been subsequent alteration to the surface levels. Trial holes must be undertaken to 

determine position and depths of cables. HS (G) 47 Booklet from the Health and Safety Executive – Avoiding 

Danger from Buried Cables – should be consulted before commencing excavation work. 

 

WHEN WORKING IN THE VICINITY OF OVERHEAD LINES THE HEALTH AND SAFETY GUIDANCE NOTES GS6 

SHOULD BE CONSULTED (AVAILABLE FROM THE HSE WEBSITE) 
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Appendix 2 – Scotia Gas Networks records  
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This plan shows the location of those pipes owned by Scotia Gas 
Networks (SGN) by virtue of being a licensed Gas Transporter (GT). Gas 
pipes owned by other GTs or third parties may also be present in this 
area but are not shown on this plan. Information with regard to such 
pipes should be obtained from the relevant owners. No warranties are 
given with regard to the accuracy of the information shown on this 
plan. Service pipes, valves, siphons, sub-connections etc. are not shown 
but their presence should be anticipated. You should be aware that a 
small percentage of our pipes/assets may be undergoing review and 
will temporarily be highlighted in yellow. If your proposed works are 
close to one of these pipes, you should contact the SGN Safety Admin 
Team on 0800 912 1722 for advice. No liability of any kind whatsoever 
is accepted by SGN or its agents, servants or sub-contractors for any 
error or omission contained herein. Safe digging practices, in 
accordance with HS (G)47, must be used to verify and establish the 
actual position of mains, pipes, services and other apparatus on site 
before any mechanical plant is used. It is your responsibility to ensure 
that plant location information is provided to all persons (whether 
direct labour or sub-contractors) working for you on or near gas 
apparatus. Information included on this plan should not be referred to 
beyond a period of 28 days from the date of issue. 
 
  Report damage immediately – KEEP EVERYONE AWAY FROM THE AREA 

0800 111 999 

This plan is reproduced from or based on the OS map by Scotia 
Gas Networks plc, with the sanction of the controller of HM 

Stationery Office.  Crown Copyright Reserved. Southern Gas – 
100044373 and Scotland Gas – 100044366. 
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Appendix 3 Thames Water records  
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