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The Abbey Senior School Sixth Form Building, Reading 

1.0 Introduction 

1.1 This Transport Statement has been prepared on behalf of The Abbey Senior School, Reading to support 
the proposed provision of an extension to the existing sixth form, a new dining hall and a replacement 
sixth form parking area. 

1.2 The site is located on Kendrick Road, approximately 1 kilometre to the south east of Reading town centre 
and 1.5 kilometres to the south east of Reading railway station within the unitary authority of Reading 
Borough Council. 

1.3 The site is also accessible by the more sustainable modes of travel including foot, cycle and public 
transport. For example, Kendrick Road is served by regular bus services providing frequent connections 
to the town centre, university and railway station. 

1.4 The proposed new facilities are to cater for the existing number of staff and pupils. The existing dining 
hall is undersized and cramped while the existing sixth form is undersized, poorly lit with no designated 
study or teaching areas.  

1.5 This Transport Statement has been prepared in accordance with current best practice guidelines and 
demonstrates that: 

f The proposals accord with national and local policies relevant to transport; 

f Suitable and appropriate access to the site can be achieved via the internal estate roads; 

f The proposals will make provision for car parking having regard to adopted local parking standards 
and available on-street car parking; and 

f The level of traffic associated with the proposals will not lead to harm to the existing operation and 
free flow of traffic on the adjoining highway network. 

1.6 Following this introduction, this Transport Statement is split into 5 sections as follows: 

f Section 2 outlines the transport planning policies that are considered to be relevant to this application; 

f Section 3 sets out the existing use of the site and description of the surrounding area and highway 
network; 

f Section 4 provides an overview of the proposed development and details of the proposed access, 
parking and servicing arrangements; 

f Section 5 assesses the trip generating potential of the proposals and provides an overview of the 
impacts these are likely to have; and 

f Section 6 summarises the key findings and conclusions of this report. 
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The Abbey Senior School Sixth Form Building, Reading 

2.0 Transport Policy 

Overview 

2.1 The key policy documents which set the context for the development proposals are as follows: 

f National Planning Policy Framework (February 2019);  

f Reading Borough Local Plan (November 2019); and 

f Reading Borough Council Local Development Framework Supplementary Planning Document (October 
2011) 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

2.2 The NaWLRQaO POaQQLQg PROLc\ FUaPeZRUN (NPPF) FebUXaU\ 2019 VeWV RXW Whe GRYeUQPeQW¶V SOaQQLQg 
policies for England and how they are expected to be applied.  

2.3 The NPPF presumes in favour of sustainable development and is a material consideration in planning 
decisions. Paragraph 102 says that; 

³TUaQVSRUW iVVXeV VhRXld be cRQVideUed fURm Whe eaUlieVW VWageV Rf SlaQ-making and development 
proposals, so that: 

a) the potential impacts of development on transport networks can be addressed;  

b) opportunities from existing or proposed transport infrastructure, and changing transport technology 
and usage, are realised ± for example in relation to the scale, location or density of development that 
can be accommodated;  

c) opportunities to promote walking, cycling and public transport use are identified and pursued;  

d) the environmental impacts of traffic and transport infrastructure can be identified, assessed and taken 
into account ± including appropriate opportunities for avoiding and mitigating any adverse effects, and 
for net environmental gains; and  

e) patterns of movement, streets, parking and other transport considerations are integral to the design 
of schemes and contribute to making high TXaliW\ SlaceV.´ 

2.4 SecWLRQ 9 Rf Whe NPPF deaOV ZLWh µPURPRWLQg SXVWaLQabOe TUaQVSRUW¶. PaUagUaSh 103 VWaWeV WhaW: 

³SigQificaQW deYelRSmeQW VhRXld be fRcXVed RQ lRcaWiRQV Zhich aUe RU caQ be made sustainable, through 
limiting the need to travel and offering a genuine choice of transport modes. This can help to reduce 
congestion and emissions and improve air quality and public health. However, opportunities to maximise 
sustainable transport solutions will vary between urban and rural areas, and this should be taken into 
account in both plan-making and decision-makiQg.´ 

2.5 Off-street parking provision is referred to by Paragraph 105, which says that, in setting local parking 
standards for development, local planning authorities should take into account accessibility; the type, 
mix and use of the development; the availability of and opportunities for public transport; local car 
ownership levels; and an overall need to reduce the use of high-emission vehicles. 

2.6 Paragraph 106 states: 

³Ma[imXm SaUkiQg VWaQdaUdV fRU residential and non-residential development should only be set where 
there is a clear and compelling justification that they are necessary for managing the local road network, 
or for optimising the density of development in city and town centres and other locations that are well 
served by public transport (in accordance with chapter 11 of this Framework). In town centres, local 
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authorities should seek to improve the quality of parking so that it is convenient, safe and secure, 
alongside measures to promote acceVVibiliW\ fRU SedeVWUiaQV aQd c\cliVWV.´ 

2.7 Paragraph 108 addresses the relationship between development and sustainable transport as follows: 

³IQ aVVeVViQg ViWeV WhaW ma\ be allRcaWed fRU deYelopment in plans, or specific applications for 
development, it should be ensured that: 

a) appropriate opportunities to promote sustainable transport modes can be ± or have been ± taken up, 
given the type of development and its location;  

b) safe and suitable access to the site can be achieved for all users; and 

 c) any significant impacts from the development on the transport network (in terms of capacity and 
cRQgeVWiRQ), RU RQ highZa\ VafeW\, caQ be cRVW effecWiYel\ miWigaWed WR aQ acceSWable degUee.´ 

2.8 Paragraph 109 says that ³DeYeORSPeQW VhRXOd RQO\ be SUeYeQWed RU Uefused on highways grounds if there 
would be an unacceptable impact on highway safety, or the residual cumulative impacts on the road 
QeWZRUN ZRXOd be VeYeUe.´ 

2.9 Paragraph 110 suggests that development should be located and designed where practical to, among 
other things, give priority to pedestrians and cycle movements, have access to high quality public 
transport facilities, create safe and secure layouts which minimise conflicts between traffic and cyclists 
or pedestrians and consider the needs of people with disabilities by all modes of transport. Additionally, 
allow efficient delivery of goods and access by emergency vehicles and be designed to enable charging 
of plug-in and other ultra-low emission vehicles.  

2.10 Paragraph 111 states: 

³All developments that will generate significant amounts of movement should be required to provide a 
travel plan, and the application should be supported by a transport statement or transport assessment 
so that the likely impacts of the proposal can be assessed.´ 

Reading Borough Local Plan (November 2019) 

2.11 The POaQ WaNeV a SRVLWLYe aSSURach WR cRQVeUYLQg aQd eQhaQcLQg ReadLQg¶V cRQVLdeUabOe bXW, LQ Whe SaVW, 
often overlooked historic legacy. 

2.12 With regard to a strategic approach to transport, Policy TR1 states: 

³PURSRVed deYelRSmeQW should contribute appropriately to meeting the objectives of the most up-to-date 
Local Transport Plan or any successor document, including sub-strategies, specific projects identified and 
the local action plans. 

Planning permission will not be granted for major development proposals  unless there is a commitment 
to implement measures to promote and improve sustainable transport facilities, such as through 
provision to encourage walking, cycling and the use of public transport; and through agreed travel plans, 
safe routes to local facilities and services, including schools and parks, and similar measures. 

All development proposals should make appropriate provision for works and contributions to ensure an 
adequate level of accessibility and safety by all modes of transport from all parts of a development, 
particularly by public transport, walking and cycling, in accordance with any agreed transport assessment 
VXbmiWWed aV SaUW Rf Whe aSSlicaWiRQ.´ 

2.13 With regard to sustainable design and construction, Policy CC2 states: 

³All majRU QRQ-residential developments or conversions to residential are required to meet the most up-
to-daWe BREEAM µE[celleQW´ VWaQdaUdV, ZheUe SRVVible;  
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All minor non-residential developments or conversions to residential are required to meet the most up-
to-daWe BREEAM µVeU\ GRRd¶ VWaQdaUdV aV a miQimXm; and 

All non-residential development or conversions to residential should incorporate water conservation 
measures so that predicted per capita consumption does not exceed the appropriate levels set out in the 
applicable BREEAM standard. Both residential and non-residential development should include recycling 
greywater and rainwater harvesting where systems are energy and cost effective.´ 

2.14 With regard to mitigating transport issues, Policy TR3 states that ³DeYelRSmeQW Zill RQl\ be SeUmiWWed 
where: 

f Accesses and works to the highway comply with the adopted standards of the Transport Authority; 

f The development would not have a material detrimental impact on the functioning of the transport 
network; 

f The proposals would not be detrimental to the safety of users of the transport network, including 
pedestrians and cyclists; 

f The proposal would not generate regular movement of heavy goods vehicles (HGVs) on unsuitable 
roads, or on roads without easy access to the Classified Highway Network; and 

f For non-residential uses, or new dwellings on classified roads, off-VWUeeW VeUYiciQg ZRXld be SURYided.´ 

2.15 With regard to cycling, Policy TR4 states: 

³DeYelRSmeQWV Zill be e[SecWed WR make fXll XVe Rf RSSRUWXQiWieV WR improve access for cyclists to, from 
and within the development and to integrate cycling through the provision of new facilities. Development 
of new facilities for cycling, such as cycle hire points and cycle parking, will be acceptable.  

The cycle routes identified in the most up-to-date Cycling Strategy will be maintained, enhanced and 
added to or extended. Development will not detrimentally affect an identified cycle route. Where 
appropriate exist, improvements to that route, including the provision of connecting routes, and/or 
c\cliQg faciliWieV Zill be VRXghW ZiWhiQ deYelRSmeQWV RU WhURXgh SlaQQiQg cRQWUibXWiRQV.´ 

2.16 With regard to car, cycle and electric car parking, Policy TR5 states: 

³Development should provide car parking and cycle parking that is appropriate to the accessibility of 
locations within the Borough to sustainable transport facilitates, particularly public transport. 

Development should make the following provision for electric vehicle charging points: 

f All new houses with dedicated off-street parking should provide charging points; and 

f Within communal car parks for residential or non-residential developments of at least 10 spaces, 10% 
of spaces should provide an active charging SRiQW.´ 

2.17 With regard to new and existing community facilities, Policy OU1 states: 

³OQ-site intensification of some facilities, particularly schools, may result in some loss of open areas. This 
may be acceptable where the impact on open areas in minimised, and the area has no specific use, or 
where that use can satisfactorily be accommodated elsewhere on the site, subject to other policies in the 
plan. The above does not include loss of sports pitches and playing fields, which should only be developed 
where: 

f An assessment clearly shows the area to be surplus to requirements; or 

f The loss would be replaced by equivalent or better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a 
suitable location; or 



 
 

Transport Statement ± November 2019 
The Abbey Senior School 
asread1910017 

5 
 

The Abbey Senior School Sixth Form Building, Reading 

f The development is for alternative sports and recreational provision, the needs for which clearly 
outweigh the loss. 

New community facilities should be located where there is a choice of means of travel (including walking 
and cycling), and in existing centres where possible. 

Proposals involving the redevelopment of existing community facilities for non-community uses will not 
be permitted, unless iW caQ be cleaUl\ demRQVWUaWed WhaW WheUe iV QR lRQgeU a Qeed WR UeWaiQ WhaW faciliW\.´ 

Reading Borough Council Local Development Framework Supplementary Planning 
Document (October 2011) 

2.18 Parking standards for development are set out in the Borough Council's 'Parking Standards and Design 
SXSSOePeQWaU\ POaQQLQg DRcXPeQW¶, adRSWed LQ October 2011. The guidance operates on a zonal system 
depending on the proximity of sites to local centres and public transport provision, with the site located 
within the Primary Core Area. The requirements for developments within the primary core area, are set 
out in the table below. 

Type of 
Development Parking Standards 

Cycle Parking Standards 

Building User Range 

Minimum number of 
cycle parking spaces as 
a percentage of building 

users 

D1 
Further/Higher 

Education 

1 per FTE teaching staff 

1 per 4 non-FTE 
teaching staff 

1 per 30 students 

<500 10% 

501-1000 7% 

>1000 5% 

Table 2.1 ± Required parking standards within zone 2 

Summary 

2.19 On the basis of the above review, it is evident that the location of a site in relation to sustainable modes 
of transport is a key consideration when assessing the acceptability of a proposal. Furthermore, 
appropriate provision should be made for parking and facilitating access by more sustainable forms of 
travel by providing connections to existing networks.  

2.20 The following sections of this report review the accessibility of the site and evaluate whether the 
development proposals will encourage the use of sustainable modes of transport. In addition to this, a 
further assessment has been undertaken to establish the impact of the proposals upon the local highway 
network. 

  



 
 

Transport Statement ± November 2019 
The Abbey Senior School 
asread1910017 

6 
 

The Abbey Senior School Sixth Form Building, Reading 

3.0 Baseline Conditions 

Overview 

3.1 So that the context of the site can be established, a detailed review of the study area has been 
undertaken. The following text provides a summary of the results of this review, makes reference to the 
location of the site and sets out an overview of the accessibility of the site by a variety of modes of 
transport.  

Site Details 

3.2 The senior school, which has 544 secondary and 172 sixth form pupils is located on Kendrick Road, 250 
metres south of its junction with the A4 London Road and 430 metres north of the its junction with the 
A327 Christchurch Road. Kendrick Road is circa 7 metres wide, street lit, provided with footways and 
subjected to a 20 miles per hour. Parking restrictions are in force along KeQdULcN RRad, cRQVLVWLQg Rf ³NR 
WaLWLQg aW AQ\ TLPe´ and Permit Holder / Pay and Display parking spaces in force 7 days a week between 
8am and 5.30pm. 

3.3 The school buildings are located to the east of Kendrick Road, while the school playing field and hockey 
pitch is situated to the west of Kendrick Road. To ensure pupils and staff can cross Kendrick Road safely 
a pelican crossing is provided.  

3.4 The senior school is located within the administrative boundary of Reading Borough Council (RBC) and 
has been shown on Figure 3.1 below. 

 
Figure 3.1: Site Location 

3.5 The senior school currently is provided with 79 parking spaces, with 59 parking spaces located at the 
front of the site for staff, 4 of which are for disabled users and 20 parking spaces located at the rear of 
the site for the sixth form.  
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3.6 In addition, seven covered Sheffield cycle stands, provide cycle parking for 14 bicycles located adjacent 
to the school minibus parking area to the south of the main school buildings. 

Sustainable Transport Accessibility 

3.7 It is generally accepted that walking and cycling provide important alternatives to the private car and 
should be encouraged to form part of longer journeys via public transport. Indeed, it is noteworthy that 
the Institute of Highways and Transportation (IHT) has prepared several guidance documents that 
provide advice with respect to the provision of sustainable travel in conjunction with new developments. 
Within these documents it is suggested that: 

f Most people will walk to a destination that is less than one mile (Planning for Walking, 2015) 

f The bicycle is a potential mode of transport for all journeys under five miles (Planning for Cycling, 
2015); and, 

f Walking distances to bus stops should not exceed 400 metres with people being prepared to walk 
twice as far to rail stations (Planning for Walking, 2015). 

3.8 Notwithstanding the above, it should be noted that the NPPF recognises that the policies and measures 
required in different communities to maximise sustainable transport solutions will vary from rural to 
urbaQ ORcaWLRQV. MRUeRYeU, MaQXaO fRU SWUeeWV (MfS) LdeQWLfLeV µZaONabOe QeLghbRXUhRRdV¶ aV beLQg: 

³chaUacWeUiVed b\ haYiQg a UaQge Rf faciliWieV ZiWhiQ 10 minutes (up to about 800m) walking distance of 
residential areas which residents may comfortably access RQ fRRW´. 

3.9 It is also important to recognise that MfS does not consider 800 metres to be a maximum walking 
distance. Indeed, MfS and TD91/05 of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges contend that walking 
can be used to access a variety of destinations within a range of up to two kilometres and two miles 
respectively. Finally, it is also important to acknowledge that 81% of all trips that cover a maximum 
distance of one mile are completed on foot (National Travel Survey, 2017). 

3.10 It is also noteworthy that BREEM 2018 regulations state that a complaint transport node includes any 
bus service within 650 metres and/or any railway station within 1000 metres of an assessed buildings 
main entrance. The service stopping at the node must provide transport from or onward travel to either 
an urban centre, major transport node or a community focal point. 

3.11 This section provides a summary of the level of accessibility within the local area which in turn enables 
any future site users to make a variety of choices about how they travel to and from the site.  

3.12 Having access to non-car modes of travel along with access to local services and amenities within walking 
and cycling distance from the site negates the need for students, staff and visitors to the site to have a 
private motor car.  

Public Transport Accessibility  

3.13 Figure 3.2 below shows that the site is in a highly accessible location in close proximity to a number of 
bus stops, with Reading and Reading West Stations 1.5km and 2.6km away respectively. 
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Figure 3.2: Existing Transport Links 

Access by Bus 

3.14 Bus Stops are located on Kendrick Road, London Road, Redlands Road and Whitley Street, which all 
provide services into the town centre and station as well as providing links to out of town destinations. 
A copy of the Reading bus route map is provided within Appendix A. 

3.15 The Morgan Road bus stop, located on Kendrick Road approximately 30m north of the schRRO¶V main 
entrance, services the northbound and southbound route 21 routes, which provides links to the town 
centre, station, University of Reading and Lower Earley. Timetable information is provided at the stops 
and streetlighting increases safety during darker hours.  

3.16 Furthermore, the bus stop on London Road 290 metres from the school entrance is served by the in to 
town services of routes 3,3b, 10 19a, 19b 19c  while the out of town services to the University of Reading, 
Shinfield, Spencers Wood, Wokingham and Bracknell and several other nearby towns and villages are 
served by bus stops on Redlands Road 640 metres from the VchRRO¶V main entrance . The bus stops have 
timetables and route plans to provide traveller information.  

3.17 The Morgan Road and London Road bus stops are significantly within the 650 metre BREEM requirement 
to be classified as a compliant transport nodes, while the Redland Road bus stop is also within the BREEM 
requirement. 

3.18 In addition, the Whitley Street bus stop, servicing the 7, 5, 6 and 6a routes is located approximately 
770m from the site. Users benefit from street lighting, a shelter and timetable information and route 
plans at the stop.  

3.19 Table 3.1 below sets out in detail the bus services which can be accessed within approximately 10 
PLQXWeV¶ ZaON fURP Whe schools main entrance. 



 
 

Transport Statement ± November 2019 
The Abbey Senior School 
asread1910017 

9 
 

The Abbey Senior School Sixth Form Building, Reading 

Service 
Number 

Local Bus Stops 

Route 

Average Service 
Headway (minutes) 

Whitley 
Street 

Morgan 
Road 

UoR 
London 

Road (into 
town), 

Redlands 
Road (out 
of town) 

Mon-Fri Sat Sun 

3 

 

 ¥ 

Reading Station 
± Arborfield, 

Finchamstead ± 
Wokingham 

Station 

30 30 N/a 

3b 

 

 ¥ 

Reading Station 
±Arborfield, 
Crowthorne± 
Bracknell Bus 

Station 

60 60 60 

5 
¥ 

  
Reading Station 

± Whitley - 
Engineers Court 

9 10 20 

6 
¥ 

  
Reading Station 

± Whitley ± 
Engineers Court 

10 10 20 

6a 
¥ 

  
Reading Station 

± Whitley ± 
Engineers Court 

30 30 30 

9 
 

 ¥ 
Reading Station 
± RBH-Whitley ±
Three Mile Cross  

60 60 N/a 

10 

 

 ¥ 

Reading Station 
± RBH South 

Wing ± Spencers 
Wood 

30 30 60 

19a 

 

 ¥ 

Reading Station 
Earley-±

Woodley± 
Reading Station 

60 60 N/a 

19b 
 

 ¥ 
Reading Station-
Earley± Lower 
Earley ASDA 

60 60 N/a 

19c 

 

 ¥ 

Reading Station 
± Woodley ±

Earley± Reading 
Station 

60 60 N/a 

21 
 

¥  
Reading Station 
± UoR -Lower 

Earley 
7 15 20 

Table 3.1: Existing Bus Services 

School Bus Provision 

3.20 The school provides 8 bus services solely for pupils use prior to and after each school day. The routes 
cover a large area of the Thames Valley and north Hampshire and are detailed on Figure 3.3 below. 
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Figure 3.3 ± Abbey School Bus Routes 

Access by Rail 

3.21 The site is 1.4 kilometres from Reading Station which has links to multiple London Stations as well as 
much of the South of England, as shown in Table 3.2 below. The station is within a 10 minute bus journey 
RU a 20 PLQXWe ZaON fURP Whe VchRRO¶V PaLQ eQWUaQce. 

Station Operator Via Average Service 
Headway (minutes) 

London 
London Waterloo South Western 

Railway Direct 30 

London Paddington Great Western 
Railway Direct 4 

Southampton Central Cross Country Direct 60 

Oxford Great Western 
Railway Direct 20 

Didcot Parkway Great Western 
Railway Direct 20 

Basingstoke Great Western 
Railway Direct 30 

Guildford Great Western 
Railway Direct 30 

Maidenhead Great Western 
Railway Direct 15 

Bristol Great Western 
Railway Direct 30 

Birmingham Cross Country Direct 30  

Table 3.2: Rail Services from Reading Station 

3.22 The railway stations identified in Table 3.3 all provide a connection to other mainline stations which in 
turn give connections to towns and cities further afield.   
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Pedestrian Access  

3.23 The site is located along Kendrick Road, with a rear entrance that leads to Acacia Road providing access 
to Redlands Road and the Royal Berkshire Hospital. Kendrick Road provides a link to London Road in the 
north and Christchurch Road in the south. 

3.24 The footways are provided with dropped crossings at junctions and street lighting is present along the 
entirety of Kendrick Road, London Road and Christchurch Road. There are signalised pedestrian crossings 
on Kendrick Road, London Road, and Christchurch Road to enable pedestrians to cross all roads safely. 

3.25 The Institute for Highways and Transportation (IHT) provides guidance on distances considered suitable 
for a journey on foot. A journey of up to 2km is considered acceptable by most people, which based on 
an average walking speed of 80 metres per minute equates to a 25-minute journey. Figure 3.4 below 
shows walking isochrones for 5,10,15,20 and 25 minute walk times from the schools main entrance and 
shows that a significant area of the town can be easily reached by foot. 

 
Figure 3.4: 25-minute (2km) Walking Isochrone 

3.26 Local centres consisting of shops, restaurants, pubs and local services are located on London Road, 350 
metres to the north and Whitley Street, 675 metres to the south. In addition, Reading Town Centre is 
approximately 850m north of the site, which consists of wide range of leisure, retail, restaurant and 
service provision, while the Royal Berkshire Hospital, Redlands Road entrance is 500 metres to the east 
of the School. 
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Cycle Access 

3.27 Reading is provided with an extensive network as shown on the Cycleway map within Appendix B. 
Kendrick Road, Morgan Road and Redlands Road are part of cycle routes providing access to the town 
centre and areas to the south while off road cycle paths are provided along London Road which provide 
connections to the east and west.   

3.28 It is generally accepted that a distance of up to 5km is acceptable to most cyclists. As stated above, a 
large number of amenities, services, leisure uses, and places of worship are located within 2km and thus 
the provision expands considerably over a 5km distance. Cycling isochrones, for 5,10,15,20 and 25 
minute ride times based on the IHT recommend average ride time of 5.4 metres per second have been 
set out on Figure 3.5 below.  

 
Figure 3.5: 5km Cycling Isochrone 

3.29 The above figure demonstrates the area which can be accessed within a 5km cycle ride, which includes 
the entirety of Reading. The permeability of the street network enables cyclists to travel close to their 
natural desire lines and thus undertake direct routes.  

Access to Amenities 

3.30 In accordance with BREEAM requirements an assessment has been made of the proximity of local 
aPeQLWLeV fURP Whe VchRRO¶V PaLQ eQWUaQce aQd WheVe aUe deWaLOed ZLWhLQ TabOe 3.3 below. 
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Amenity Location Distance from main 
Entrance 

Food Outlet ± Tesco Express London Road 470 metres 
Access to cash -Tesco Express ATM London Road 470 metres 
Outdoor Space ± School Tennis 
Courts 

Rear of School Buildings 50 metres 

Leisure Facility for fitness and sports 
± School Hockey Pitch 

Kendrick Road 100 metres 

Publicly available postal facility Kendrick Road, junction with 
London Road 

270 metres 

General Medical Centre ± Royal 
Berkshire Hospital 

Redlands Road 350 metres 

Pharmacy -LLoyds Milman Road 880 metres 
Table 3.3 ± Distance to Amenities 

3.31 As shown in Table 3.3 the school is within close proximity to a number of amenities and all within a 15 
PLQXWe ZaON dLVWaQce Rf Whe VchRRO¶V PaLQ eQWUaQce. 

Disability Access  

3.32 The neighbouring highway network includes facilities to assist persons with disabilities including visual 
impairment. The pelican crossing on Kendrick Road adjacent to the senior school entrance has tactile 
paving as well as having spinning cones on the underside of the green man box to assist those who are 
visually impaired. 

3.33 The bus stops on Kendrick Road are ramped to enable access for persons with disabilities while the buses 
used on the route have low floor access. The buses also included tannoy announcements on board 
informing passengers of the next bus stop reached 

3.34 The pedestrian crossings at the junction of London Road and Kendrick Road are provided with tactile 
paving, while the pelican crossing across London Road is also provided with cones under the green man 
box. 

3.35 Within the senior school car park, a raised pedestrian crossing is in place, as shown on Figure 3.6 below, 
with tactile paving to enable persons with disabilities to travel from the footways along Kendrick Road to 
the main senior school entrance safely. 

Figure 3.6 ± Raised Crossing within Senior School Car Park. 
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3.36 The tactile paving, pelican crossing together with the facilities on the buses themselves enable persons 
with disabilities including visual impairment to travel to the senior school safely. 

BREEAM Accessibility Index  

3.37 The BREEAM sustainability assessment method requires that a public transport Accessibility Index (AI) 
LV caOcXOaWed fRU Whe VLWe. The AI LV caOcXOaWed LQ a SURceVV VLPLOaU WR TfL¶V PXbOLc TUaQVSRUW acceVVLbLOLW\ 
Level (PTAL). It considers the proximity of local public transport nodes and the number of services that 
are accessible via these nodes during the sites typical operating hours. The calculation accounts for bus 
stops within 640 metres and railway stations within 960 metres of the site. 

3.38 The site benefits from an AI of 10.05, characterised as a good level of public transport accessibility. The 
full calculation report is included at Appendix C. 

Summary 

3.39 The above review demonstrates the senior school is readily accessible by a variety of modes of transport 
that have the potential to reduce reliance upon the private car.  In addition to this it has been established 
that the site is well located to a range of key local amenities.  It is therefore considered that its location 
accords with the guiding principles of the National Planning Policy Framework. 
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The Abbey Senior School Sixth Form Building, Reading 

4.0 Proposed Development 

4.1 The proposals consist of a new dining hall, kitchen, green roof and sixth form areas, including 4 new 
sixth form classrooms, a new sixth form common room and sixth form study space for the Abbey Senior 
School. The proposals are to enhance the existing facilities at the school to improve social wellbeing of 
staff and pupils as well as improving pupil productivity and as a result the number of staff or the pupil 
capacity will remain unaltered.  

4.2 The new buildings will be constructed to the rear of the school which will affect the existing tennis courts 
and existing 20 space sixth form car parking, which will be relocated. The relocated car park will still be 
accessed by driveway to the south of the main buildings and will still be provided with 20 spaces. The 
proposed site layout is within Appendix D. 

Parking  

Car Parking 

4.3 The new sixth form car park will replicate the existing sixth form provision of 20 space, with 10% of 
these spaces designated for blue badge holders. These spaces will be designated for use by Sixth Form 
students only and, as such, their level of use will not change as a result of the proposals. 

4.4 The access to the sixth form car park will remain the same as the existing via the access way from the 
main car park adjacent to the south flank of the main school buildings.  

4.5 To encourage the use of electric cars and to meet BREEAM requirements eight car parking spaces within 
the front car park will be provided with car charging points. 

4.6 Also, to encourage car sharing, three spaces within the front car park will also be converted to car share 
spaces in accordance with BREEAM requirements. 

4.7 The location of the electric car charging and car share spaces are shown on the plan within Appendix E. 

Cycle Parking 

4.8 The existing cycle parking will remain in its existing location adjacent to the school minibus parking area 
to the south of the main school buildings. 

Servicing 

4.9 The site will be serviced as existing via Acacia Road. Secure external refuse storage is provided with level 
access from the existing Kitchen and Dining Room. 

4.10 Deliveries and other servicing activity will also take place via Acacia Road as per the existing 
arrangements. 

Summary 

4.11 In terms of servicing and deliveries the proposals will operate in the same manner as the existing site, 
while there will be no increase in parking provision. However to encourage car sharing and the use of 
electric vehicles, dedicated electric charging points and car share spaces will be provided within the 
existing car park. 
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The Abbey Senior School Sixth Form Building, Reading 

5.0 Trip Analysis 

5.1 This development is intended to improve the existing facilities of the site for pupils and staff and will not 
result in the senior VchRRO¶V pupil capacity or staff numbers increasing. Therefore, the development is 
expected to generate no additional trips to the site.  

5.2 Neither less the senior school has updated their Travel Plan as part of these proposals, which encourages 
modal shift and car sharing for pupils and staff. Wherever possible staff and pupils are encouraged to 
use modes of transport other than a single occupancy vehicle, which are available in close proximity to 
the school and detailed within Section 3. 

5.3 Taking this into account, it is considered highly unlikely that the proposals will lead to any material impact 
on the operation of local transport networks, let alone the severe impact referred to in the NPPF as 
legitimate grounds to resist development. 
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The Abbey Senior School Sixth Form Building, Reading 

6.0 Summary and Conclusion 

6.1 This Transport Statement has been prepared on behalf of The Abbey Senior School, Reading to support 
the proposed provision of an extension to the existing sixth form, a new dining hall and a replacement 
sixth form parking area. 

6.2 The proposed new facilities are to cater for the existing number of staff and pupils. The existing dining 
hall is undersized and cramped while the existing sixth form is undersized, poorly lit with no designated 
study or teaching areas.  

6.3 The level of accessibility to and from the site by all non-car modes of travel has been assessed. Public 
transport availability enables the town centre and railway station, where connecting services to many 
towns are available, to be easily reached on frequent services. The location of the site enables future site 
users to gain access to a number of local services and amenities on foot, within a 2km walk, or by bike, 
within a 5km cycle ride. The school is considered to be in a highly accessible location.  

6.4 The proposed development is forecast to result in no change in traffic generation to and from the site 
when compared to the existing school, thereby resulting in no impact on the surrounding road network.  

6.5 In summary this transport statement has demonstrated that: 

f The School is spatially very well located to access sustainable transport modes;  

f The proposals for a new kitchen, dining hall and sixth form facilities, will not result in an increase in 
the pupil capacity of the school or staff numbers. 

f The proposed new car parking spaces are to accommodate existing demand within the site and 
replicated the existing sixth form parking provision which will be lost as a result of the new buildings; 
and, 

f The proposals will have no material yet alone severe impact on the adjacent highway network. 

6.6 Therefore, in accordance with paragraph 109 of NPPF, there are therefore no transport or highway 
reasons why planning permission should be withheld or refused.



 
 

 

Appendix A 

Reading Bus Map
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Appendix B 

Reading Cycle Map
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Appendix C 

BREEM Sustainability Assessment



The Abbey Senior School, Reading - Accessibility Index
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Appendix D 

Architects Site Layout Plan





 
 

 

Appendix E 

Electric Charging and Car Share Spaces 
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