Heritage statement

02th December 2020

19 Surley Row, Reading, RG4 8ND

1. Proposed works

19 Surley row is a 4 bedroom detached property.  It is concealed from sight down the road of peppard road which see most daily traffic. The above mentioned property is sited within the Reading conservation area.  The Property is not listed nor are any of the other dwelling situated on the road.  The works are as per the drawings attached to the associated planning application.  The proposal is to extend the cottage by a two storey side infill extension. Once complete, the dwelling will appear a seamless and original as built looking property complementing the mature surroundings. 

The works proposed

· Replace windows with a wood effect uPVC double glazed windows and the same for the new windows in the extension;
· Remove internal wall/s;
· Two storey extension to the side;
· Develop the pitched roof;
· The new roof line will be subservient to the existing by having the proposed ridge lower than the existing and being set back from the front elevation.  There will be no impact on the adjoining properties;
· Brickwork and roof tiles will be sourced to match the existing.

2. What is known about the affected heritage asset?

The property is within the Reading conservation area, is down a narrow road off a busy main road within emmer green.  It is described as rural in appearance with dwelling spaces apart man being  cottage style and larger detached units.  The right hand road serves a pair of white painted brick cottages, gable fronted under a slate roof.  The left hand track serves 6 cottages, sat in 3 semi detached pairs.  These are in line and level with Staverton House. They give the impression that they were built to house the workers of the estate.  They are of C18 appearance.  Flemish bond brickwork showing blue headers, small timber casement windows. Right hand pair have been painted white with tiles added to the chimney step ledges. 

There are some old brick outbuildings visible on the Staverton lodge estate.  The boundary wall has currently fallen but it is subject to a planning application to reinstate.

The pine woodland is a feature of the Lower Common area.

A small woodland play area has been developed to the southern end of Mud Lane.  There are attractive views up Mud Lane towards the pairs of cottages.

As already noted above and in line with the pre application advice the windows will be in similar style to the existing windows so as to maintain the character of this row of cottages.  

3. How will the proposals impact on the significance of the heritage asset and its setting?

The proposals will alter the front elevation by the addition of the two storey side extension.  Albeit this is an alteration by addition and not demolition.  The rear elevation will result in the loss of the lean to conservatory and a two storey extension in its place.    The current downstairs bathroom is single storey and this will be made into two storey. The pitched roof will be extended to accommodate the rear extension.

This cottage is the last of the 6 properties to be extended.  There is a planning history of the remaining 5 cottages having side and rear extensions as their plots permit. 

4. How has the proposal been designed to conserve the significance of the heritage asset and their setting?

The design has been heavily influenced by the neighbouring properties and the key features which make up the Eversley Street conservation area.  The eaves and ridge heights are low to reflect the cottage feel of this dwelling and the neighbouring properties.  The extension is of brick with tiled roof in order to be sympathetic to the surrounding properties.

The proposed extension to this dwelling does not require any of the surrounding hedgerows to be taken down.  

5. Conclusion

This statement demonstrates how the proposed extension will be sympathetic to the Eversley Street Conservation Area.  The extension is in keeping and reflects the local vernacular and character is of Eversley. It is for these reasons that it is believed the proposal will have little or no impact on the conservation area of Eversley Street. 



