
Memo

To:  
(e)Transport Development Control Floor 1 North Rear Civic Offices Bridge Street Reading RG1 2LU

From:
Matthew Burns  0118 9373625  Matthew.Burns@reading.gov.uk 

Date:
6 May 2020
Re:
Consultation on Planning Application 

Application Number: 200358








Application Type: Variation of Condition

Address: Caversham Lock Thames Side Reading  RG1 8BP
Proposal: The installation of two Archimedean Screw Turbines with a hut covering the generators, gearboxes and the control system (hydropower infrastructure) without complying with condition 2 (approved plans) of planning permission ref. 151715 to allow minor changes to the size of the turbines, housing structure and generator hut. Additional details are also submitted in respect of conditions 3 (Public Footpath), 4 (Bat Boxes), 5 (Great Crested Newts Licence), 7 (Tree Protection), 9 (Materials), 10 (Fencing), 11 (Construction Method Statement), 13 (land cleaning procedures) and 15 (Fish and Eel Pass Detailed Design) 

The revised proposal is within the 2017 consented development boundary and does not change the description. There are some minor dimensional changes resulting from the detailed design and turbine supplier selection. The variation also includes additional details to fulfill the pre-commencement conditions. 
The proposal is for the installation of two Archimedean Screw Turbines with a hut covering the generators, gearboxes and the control system.  The proposed location is adjacent to Caversham Weir, accessed via the public right of way known as Footpath 25 which is a much-used local walk for commuters and leisure walkers.

The line of the footpath will remain unchanged and sufficient width is maintained for pedestrian access.  

It is likely that the installation of the turbines will require a temporary closure of the footpath.  Given that this is a well-used footpath, any disruption or closure of this path would need to be kept to an absolute minimum.  An application for a temporary closure has been submitted Transport Strategy team which will be processed separately to the planning application. 
In terms of the Construction Method Statement, a temporary site compound will be erected on Council owned land to the northwest of the weir, adjacent to Hills meadow Car park which will require a license. All traffic will enter the site from George Street into Hill Meadows car park. Vehicles will then be sign posted across the car park to the temporary construction plan as noted in plan READH-03.  It is not clear whether the applicant has applied to the Council to process the necessary permissions/license to work on Council owned land (Please ask the applicant to confirm). 
The follow details have been submitted regarding the standard CMS requirements;
a) Space on site where vehicles of site operatives and visitors can be parked with details of how site operatives and visitors will be required to make use of the parking area provided;

Designated parking areas within the temporary compound which is shown on drawing READH-03 – This is acceptable providing details are agreed with the Property Estates & Valuation Section and a license is granted. 
b)  Loading and unloading of plant and materials used in constructing the development
Loading and unloading will take place within the temporary construction compound marked on plan READH-03. Construction vehicles and access will be via a floating pontoon similar to the below. – This is acceptable providing details are agreed with the Property Estates & Valuation Section and a license is granted. 
c) Storage of plant and materials used in constructing the development
Storage will take place within the temporary construction compound marked on plan READH-03 – This is acceptable providing details are agreed with the Property Estates & Valuation Section and a license is granted. 
d) The erection and maintenance (including removal of any graffiti or fly posters) of security hoarding around the site;

The temporary compound, active works area and footpath closure points will see heras or similar type security fencing installed - This is acceptable
e) Required wheel washing facilities on site;
Wheel wash facility will be available and utilised as and when required. This will be located as close to the compound exit as possible  - This is acceptable

f) Measures on site to control the deposition of dirt / mud on surrounding roads during construction
In the event that mud or debris does escape onto the public highway the main contractor will ensure it is cleaned up and if required a road sweep will be employed. - This is acceptable

g) Identification of any footpath closures or road closures needed during construction;

The applicant is currently applying for a temporary footpath closure and diversion separately. The details of the closure / diversion are shown in the plan which includes the provision of a temporary footpath bridge - This is acceptable, however a temporary footpath diversion is also required for Footpath 24 around the temporary works area.
h) Traffic Management needed during construction. 

There may be the need for some temporary traffic management for the delivery of the screw turbines ONLY however these would be under private escort. Prior arrangements would be made with local highways department as required – This is acceptable. 
(i) Times, routes and means of access into and from the site for construction traffic and delivery vehicles (including the removal of waste from the site and methods of preventing deposition of materials on the public highway). 
This is acceptable

(J) 
Details of the bridge across the Mill Stream – to be shown on a scaled plan(s). 


This is acceptable

Conditions
The applicant has requested that condition 3 is revised, however, I think the wording of the condition is acceptable. 
Pedestrian access must be maintained along the public footpath at all times unless a Temporary Footpath Order is sealed in accordance with details to be submitted to and approved by the Local Highway Authority.
Reason: To protect the public right of way in accordance with Core Strategy Policy CS20 and Sites and Detailed Policies document Policies DM12

Subject to confirmation that the the applicant has applied for a license to work on Council owned land, I am happy to revise condition 11 to the following. 

The measures within the approved Construction Method Statement dated [INSERT DATE] shall be adhered to throughout the whole of the construction period unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

REASON: In the interests of protecting the amenity of local land uses or neighbouring residents, the character of the area and highway safety in accordance with Policy CC8 and TR3 of the Reading Borough Local Plan 2019.
Regards

Natalie Lucas ext 74703
Transport Development Control Officer

Transport | Directorate for Economic Growth and Neighbourhood Services (DEGNS)


