DELEGATED APPLICATION REPORT

Ward: Katesgrove
App Ref:200670/ADV

Address: 79 Silver Street
Proposals: 1no. Proposed 'no79' projecting illuminated sign mounted on front of building

Case Officer: Julie Williams
Date received (valid from): 15 June 2020    Target Decision date: 10 August 2020


1.
PROPOSAL AND SUPPORTING INFORMATION

As described above.  The proposed sign will identify the new property currently under construction. Internally lit and static. Application form confirms to maximum of 660 cd/m2 in brightness. 

Plans considered:
1609_PL_207 Rev B

Detail of sign

2. RELEVANT PLANNING HISTORY 

The building currently under construction is for student accommodation (Ref: 180075).  More recently an application has been submitted to use the property for services apartments (ref 200936) which is still being considered. 
3.
CONSULTATIONS

None required for advertisement application

No comments from transport colleagues. 
4.      RELEVANT POLICIES AND SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING GUIDANCE

National Planning Policy Guidance 
Reading Borough Local Plan 2019:

CC7
Design and the Public Realm: 

OU4 - Advertisements


APPRAISAL

NPPG explains that advertisements should be controlled with reference to their effect on amenity and public safety only.  

The NPPG goes on to state that amenity is a matter of interpretation by the local planning authority as it applies in any particular case. “In practice, “amenity” is usually understood to mean the effect on visual and aural amenity in the immediate neighbourhood of an advertisement or site for the display of advertisements, where residents or passers-by will be aware of the advertisement. So, in assessing amenity, the local planning authority would always consider the local characteristics of the neighbourhood.”
Policy CC7 states that all development must be of high design quality that maintains and enhances the character and appearance of the area of Reading in which it is located.  In addition to this Policy OU4 states that new advertisements will respect the building or structure on which they are located and/or their setting…and will not have a detrimental effect on public safety.  Policy OU4 refers to the Professional Lighting Guide 05 for lighting criteria which suggests that the maximum luminance for an illuminated sign of the proposed size and in this sort of location should be 600 cd/m2.  Therefore, notwithstanding what has been indicated on the application form a condition will set the luminance at the slightly lower level to meet this Policy. 

CONCLUSION
The proposed signage is considered to be appropriate in the context of the site and the premises. There is unlikely to be any harm caused to the amenity of the area and no public safety concerns are raised. The proposal is not contrary to the above policies and permission can be granted. 

RECOMMENDATION

GRANT 
