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Planning Statement – 1st April 2020


Delta House is a detached two storey, L-shaped building which is arranged into four office suites (A-D). The building is of brick construction with a pitched, tiled roof. It is set back from South View Avenue in a predominantly residential part of Lower Caversham. Externally, there are approximately 16 parking spaces.

The property was purchased by Caversham Property Limited in 1994 and was let as B1a office space to Delta Scientific Corporation (UK) Limited on a protected, fully repairing and insuring lease with a term expiry date of 28 September 2021. Office suites A, B and D have been underlet to MasterCard Payment Gateway Services Ltd (https://www.mastercard.com/gateway/contact.html ), Badger Software Ltd (https://www.badger.co.uk/contact-us ) and Screwdriver Ltd (https://www.screwdriver-flatpack.co.uk/contact )
The property is not listed or subject to any enhanced planning controls. Delta House sits within the administrative area of Reading Borough Council.

During a planned conveyance by Caversham Property Limited it appeared that there is no formal planning consent relating to the use of Delta House despite it having been occupied continuously as office space and paying non-domestic business rates for over 25 years. This application seeks to regularise the long standing use of Delta House together with its curtilage/car parking as B1a offices.

The applicant has provided photographic evidence of Delta House together with extracts from the 2010 and 2017 VOA non-domestic rates list to support this application but the Covid 19 outbreak restricts the ability to provide further additional evidence at this time. Officers working from home are respectfully asked to rely on checks and information readily available via the internet to grant this application or to ask for further information from the applicant (for which there may be a delay at this time) in order to satisfy the “balance of probability” test. 


