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1 The root protection area radius is for information only and may not be appropriate in every case. BS:5837 advises 
that ‘the RPA for each tree should initially be plotted as a circle centered on the base of the stem. Where pre-
existing site conditions or other factors indicate that rooting may have occurred asymmetrically, a polygon of 
equivalent area should be produced. Modifications to the shape of the RPA should reflect a soundly based 
arboricultural assessment of likely root distributions.’ 
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