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DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENT FOR:

SITE AT: 21st Century Clinic, 5 Whitley Wood Road, Shinfield, Reading, RG2 8HX

1. Planning History

The property was previously a doctor’s surgery between 1986 & 1999.

The property has an application to change the use to flats in 2007 which was refused.

A further application to form flats in 2008 for 5 one bed flats which was refused 

 
Reading Borough Local Development Framework Core Strategy 2008 (Altered 2015) 

Policy DM4 – Safeguarding Amenity. States that development will not cause a significant detrimental impact to the living environment of existing or new residential properties in terms of privacy and overlooking etc and as there are no changes to any first floor fenestration this would appear to be in compliance .

DM12 – Access, Traffic and Highway Related Matters. States that consideration will be given to the effect on safety, congestion and the environment and as the us. As the traffic use will be much less than existing it is considered this element has been complied with.


CONSIDERATIONS

The use of the Current Clinic has been in operation since 2012 however since the Circle Hospital was opened in the same year it has been a struggle to keep the business viable and despite extensive marketing and finance injections the business has gone in to a sharp decline and the decision to close has had to be taken. (See separate letter from the proprietor of the Clinic)


Conclusions 

The proposal to return the property to residential is the only solution that will ensure good use of the site in a sustainable location well related to key facilities and bus services etc.
As there are only some small internal alterations and the provision of a rear set of bi-fold doors it is not considered that these changes will have any affect on the proposal. 
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