
 

 

 

 
 
Mr D Gilmore 
Caversham Lawn Tennis Club 
Queensborough Drive 
Caversham 
Reading 
RG4 7JA 
 

Frances Martin 
Executive Director for 
Economic Growth and 
Neighbourhood Services 
 
Bridge Street, Reading RG1 2LU 
 0118 9373787 
 
Our Ref: 211101/TPO 
Your Ref: 
 
Direct: 01189 372440 
sarah.hanson@reading.gov.uk 
 

 6 July 2021 
 
Your contact is: Sarah Hanson, Planning 

 
 
 
Dear Mr Gilmore 
 
RE: PROPOSED WORKS TO ONE WESTERN RED CEDAR AT 25 FERNBROOK ROAD, 
READING – T3 OF TREE PRESERVATION ORDER NUMBER 143/06. 
 
Thank you for your application of 2 July 2021, regarding the above. 
 
Following our pre-application discussions and with reference to the photographs provided 
with your submission, I can confirm that the following proposed works, as detailed in your 
application, are approved subject to the conditions below: 
 

- T3 Western Red Cedar – sever and remove the root shown within the application 
photographs. 

 
Photographs provided indicate that the root is 50mm diameter, approximately 6m from 
the tree trunk.  Good arboricultural practice (with reference to BS5837:2012) 
recommends not severing roots of 25mm diameter or more.  In addition, there are the 
root nodules that would also be removed.  The severance of a root this size is far from 
ideal however, on balance, it is considered that severing the root would be acceptable in 
this instance. 
 
Conditions 
1.Five days’ notice in writing shall be given to the Council prior to undertaking the 
approved works. 
Reason: To ensure that the Local Planning Authority is given sufficient notice of the works 
to enable the effective monitoring of tree work within the Borough. 
 



 

 

2. The root shall be cleanly cut with a sharp, sterilized tool and the area immediately 
around the root ends shall be backfilled with quality soil prior to infilling with necessary 
sub-base.  
Reason: To ensure that all works are carried out in an acceptable arboricultural manner 
 
Informatives 
1. You are advised that, in accordance with Part 4, 17 (4) of The Town and Country 
Planning (Tree Preservation)(England) Regulations 2012, this decision is valid for one 
pruning operation (as per the approved specifications) to be undertaken within two years 
from the date of this notice, after which the consent lapses and a new application will be 
required. 
 
2. Removal of dead or dangerous wood: This does not require the formal consent of the 
Council.  However written notice must be given 5 working days in advance of removing 
dead wood.   Where a branch is deemed to be ‘dangerous’, i.e. where works are ‘urgently 
necessary to remove an immediate risk of serious harm’, you are required to give notice 
to the Council ‘as soon as practicable after the works become necessary’. 
 
3. Tree work consents on land not owned by the applicant: It is strongly recommended 
that the owner of the tree be advised of any proposed works.  The owner’s permission 
must be sought if the tree works involve work past the boundary line.  This consent does 
not in any way imply that this Council has informed the owner of sought permission or will 
condone the use of consents to force any landowner to grant such permission. 
 
4. It should not be assumed that further applications to sever similar roots will be 
approved, particularly if emanating from the same tree, due to the cumulative impacts. 
 
If you wish to appeal against any of the conditions attached to this consent, please 
contact the Planning Inspectorate within 28 days of receipt of this letter to obtain the 
relevant forms: 
 
Trees and Hedges, Room 3A Eagle Wing, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, 
Bristol , BS1 6PN 
Telephone: 0303 444 5570 
E-mail it to: treeandhedgeappeals@planninginspectorate.gov.uk  
 
If you require any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me on the above 
number. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Sarah Hanson 

 
Sarah Hanson 
Natural Environment Officer 
 
C.c. Owner/occupier, 25 Fernbrook Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7HG 
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