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Berkshire

RG10 8PZ

INTRODUCTION
Overview

AA Environmental Limited (AAe) has been commissioned by Fynecast Homes Limited to produce a
Biodiversity Enhancement Plan (BEP) for the above site. This BEP has been produced using the Nature
Conservancy Council document! as a guide, with the intention to enhance the value of the site by creating a
range of new habitats/opportunities for wildlife. The Plan also details the sympathetic management of these
features to maximise their ecological value in the long term. In addition, this report will provide the information
to assist with discharging Condition 21 attached to planning (Reading Council application ref: 150721) which
states:

No dwelling hereby approved shall be occupied until details of proposed bird nesting / bat roosting measures
and specifications (positions, design and materials) for any boundary fencing proposed demonstrating how
wildlife will be able to travel across the site have been submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning
authority. The development shall not be carried out other than in accordance with the approved details.

Reason: To ensure that the proposed development incorporates appropriate opportunities for biodiversity
enhancements at the site and in the interests of the visual amenities of the area, in accordance with Policies
CS7 and CS36 of the Reading Borough LDF Core Strategy 2008 (Altered 2015).

An Annotated Site Plan (Figure 1) has been attached for reference.
Site Description and Proposals

The site is located off Oxford Road in Reading, centred at National Grid Reference: SU 708734 and covers
approximately 0.2 of a hectare. The site is bordered by Oxford Road to the south with buildings and associated
hardstanding to all other sides. Some street trees are present to the west.

The consented scheme is for the erection of part 4, part 5 storey building providing 16 (2x1, 13x2 & 1x3-bed)
residential units (Class C3) with associated parking and landscaping, following demolition of existing buildings
(Class A1/ B8/ nil use).

PRESCRIPTIONS
Overview

The key enhancement measure will be to introduce new wildlife-friendly planting within the site. Once
established this will provide a range of habitats for local species and act as wildlife corridors, increasing
connectivity between the site and neighbouring habitats. Additional measures will be to install a series of bat,
bird and insect boxes; at suitable locations on the site in order to enhance roosting, nesting and sheltering
opportunities.

! Nature Conservancy Council 1988 (reprinted 1991). Site management plans for nature conservation, a working guide.
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New Planting

As part of the overall landscape treatment of the site, planting will be carried out. Such planting will include a
variety of native and ornamental species of value to wildlife. In particular, flowering plants will be of benefit to
invertebrate species and shrubs and trees may provide nesting opportunities for birds once they become
established. New tree and hedge planting will include species such as small-leaved lime (Tilia cordata
‘Greenspire’), whitebeam (Sorbus aria ‘Lutscens’), rowan (Sorbus aucuparia ‘cardinal royal’), laurustinus
(Viburnum tinus), redclaws (Escallonia ‘red hedger’) and red robin (Phaotinia x fraseri). A variety of flowering
plants are to be incorporated into the soft landscaping, including Mexican orange (Choisya ternate ‘sundance’),
hebe (Veronica sp.) and common Jasmine (Jasminum officinale).

A check of the new planting will be conducted, with replacement planting carried out where necessary. The
planting will require minimal maintenance, with occasional weeding and pruning of plants where necessary.
Shrub areas, planted for the benefit of invertebrates, should be covered with a mulch for water retention, which
will aid flower/nectar production. Regular dead-heading of flowers will encourage further flowering, improving
the supply of nectar for butterflies and other insects. At the end of the season, plants should not be pruned or
dead-headed until later in the winter, allowing birds to feed on any seeds.

Bat Boxes

In order to provide roosting opportunities for bats, two bat boxes will be installed on the new build (x2 Schwegler
1FQ Bat Roost, or equivalent). The boxes will be positioned in accordance with best practice, indicative
locations are shown on Figure 1 and a guidance document is attached at Appendix A. Bat boxes do not require
regular cleaning periodic maintenance checks should be carried out with any damaged boxes replaced as
necessary (Note: any works/checks to bat boxes might require a licensed bat worker).

Bird Boxes

In order to enhance nesting opportunities for birds, four bird boxes will be installed on the new build (x4
Woodstone Swift Box, or equivalent). The boxes will be positioned in accordance with best practice, indicative
locations are shown on Figure 1 and a guidance document is attached at Appendix A. The nest boxes should
be cleaned out once a year during the winter months, and, in the event that any become damaged, replaced
as necessary.

Insect Boxes

In order to enhance nesting/sheltering and overwintering opportunities for insects, two insect boxes will be
installed on the site (x2 Schwegler Clay and Reed Insect Nest Box, or equivalent). The boxes will be positioned
in accordance with best practice, indicative locations are shown on Figure 1. Insect boxes do not require
regular cleaning, although periodic maintenance checks should be carried out with any damaged boxes
replaced as necessary.

Wildlife Access Points

A number of wildlife access points will be created along the boundary fencing, measuring approximately
140mm x 140mm. Wildlife access points help to minimise fragmentation and allow free movement of wildlife
throughout the site and are of known benefit to animals such as hedgehogs.

Lighting

In accordance with best practice, a sensitive lighting scheme will be incorporated to minimise light spillage and
pollution with no lighting directed onto any wildlife boxes installed.
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RESPONSIBILITIES

Fynecast Homes Limited will be responsible for the implementation of the measures as set out in this BEP,
although contractors may be appointed for certain tasks as necessary. When the plots are sold, then any
ongoing management/maintenance checks will be the responsibility of the management company.

Author: Office: Company No. 8474322
Alan Beaumont AA Environmental Ltd E info@aae-Itd.co.uk
BSc (Hons) MSc MCIEEM Units 4-8 T 01235 536042
Director of Ecology Cholswell Court F 01235 523849
E alan.beaumont@aae-Itd.co.uk Shippon

Abingdon

Oxon OX13 6HX
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Note: Drawing remains the property of David Williams
Landscape Consultancy and should not be copied without prior
written consent.

”"'_é- ‘

e

g S— v}

o™

c-rsi

BTN

- e

N

k2 EFe
MaC

HMe

Pre
BTN

4 STF

Vi

ViD

150 1

Tree P FETAIL 20

1.. Trees to be supplied and planted in
accordance with specification.

2. Trees to be secured with tree stake 100mm x
3000mm with adjustable tree ties or similar
approved.

3.'Greenleaf "Root-rain Urban" irrigation pipe and
inlet, or similar approved, size as appropriate.

4. Sides and base of tree pit to be loosened.

5. Root barrier “Greenleaf ~ Root Director” or
similar approved.

6. Tree grill to be Broxap ‘Sunburst Square’
1200mm square or similar approved.

;éa Edging surfacing to be as per engineer's

il.
8. Topsoil backfill as spedified.

EFe

Revision
A~ Additional drainage added / amended
B ~ Plant species revised, pit detail added as 15/01/2016 DHW
requested by LPA

J—/

PLANTING SCHEDULE

ate Initial
17/12/2015 | DHW

PROPOSED TREES PLANTING

PROPOSED SHRUB PLANTING

PROPOSED HEDGERGW PLANTING

PROPOSED GRASS AREAS

CLIMBERS

SERVICE ROUTES (Drainage/Water/Gas/Electricity)

ROOT BARRIER POSITION { ALIGNMENT

[TREE PLANTING

ECIMEN SHRUBS

Schwegler Clay and Reed

Insect Nest

KEY

Abbr, es ____| Type/Size {am] Centres
Magnolia stellata ‘Royal Star” |10~ 12L Pot _T40-60cm | As shown
SHRUBS / HERBACEOUS/GROUND COVER PLANTING
Abbr. | Species pe/Size (cm) Centras
ALM__| Alchernilla mollis RB 300
BTN | Berberis thunbergii ‘Nana’ Pot <m 750
BEA | Bergenia *Abendglut’ {Evening Glow) Pol m 500
CTS | Choisya ternata ‘Sundance’ Pol cm 750
CAS [ Cornus alba ‘Sibirica” Pol <m 750
CSF otnus stolonifera “Flaviramea’ Pot 50 cm 750
EFD uonymus fortunei *Darts Blanket” Pot 30 ¢m 500
EFE UoNymus nei ‘Emerald Gaiety” Pot cm 500
EFS uonymus fortunei ‘Silver Queen” Pot cm 500
FOL Forsythia x intermedia ‘Lynwood’ Pot m 750
HGO lebe "Great Orme’ Pot cm 600
HMB | Hebe Beauty” ot em 600
HER iebe rakaiensis Pof cm 600
HHG edera helix ‘Glacier’ of cm 450
HCP leuchera 'Palace Purple’ Pot ur 450
JAS sminum officinale Pot m 600
KIP. Kerria japonica ‘Plenifiora’ 10L Pot cm 750
LOP icera pileata L. Pot <m 600
MAC Mahonia X media ‘Charity” -7.5L Pot. -60 cm 750
PHB hitadelphus “Beauclerk’ -12L Pot -80 cm 750
PRR___| Photonia x fraseri ‘Red Robin” Pol cm 750
PFR___| Potentilla fruticosa “Red Ace” Pot cm 500
PRZ runus. “Zabeliana” Po 0 cm 750 SChWegIer 1 FQ Bat BOX
SIR Skimnia japonica “Rubella’ ot < 600
{ SIF | Spiraea japonica ‘Firelight” Pot -60 c 600
SYM Symphoricarpus x chenaultii *Hancock” Pol m 00
VID Viburnum davidii Pot cm 600
VMV__ [ Vinca major ‘Variegata” ot cm 600
CLIMBERS
HEDGE PLANTING - planted at staggered centres 50 cm apart
ERH. Escallonia ‘Red Hedger” [ 3L pot 1.40-60 cm 1600
PRR Photonia X fraseri ‘Red Robin® SL Pot 60-80 cm 750
LvIT. Viburnum tinus 2L Pot 30-40 cm 750

NGTE:
Ex H'Std | = Extra Heavy Standard Ttee Stock
HStd | = Heavy Standard Tree Stock

Pot | = Container grown plants
Br { = Bare rooted ptants
Scale (m)
N
I I I I O O
| | It
0 5 10

Woodstone Swift Box

point.

Notes

Bat Box

Site Boundary (Indicative)

Bat Box

Bird Box

Insect Box

x2 Schwegler 1FQ Bat Boxes (or equivalent)

Bird Box

x4 Woodstone Swift Boxes (or equivalent)

Insect Box

x2 Schwegler Clay and Reed Insect Nest Boxes

In addition, a number of wildlife access points will be

created, measuring approx.

140mm x 140mm.

Wildlife access points help to minimise fragmentation
and allow free movement of wildlife throughout the

site.

No lighting will be directed onto any wildlife boxes

installed.
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Appendix A
Bird and Bat Box Guidance Document
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BIRD AND BAT BOX/TUBE GUIDANCE DOCUMENT

Overview

The boxes/tubes used should be made of woodcrete material® (or equivalent) wherever possible and be
positioned in accordance with good practice. All of the boxes can be obtained from the following suppliers:

Jacobi Jayne www.jacobijayne.co.uk
Envisage Wildcare www.wildcareshop.com
NHBS www.nhbs.com

Bird Box Installation Guidance

The requirements for nest boxes vary between species. However there are some general rules to follow:

Boxes should be located in a sheltered position out of strong sunlight, wind and rain. Generally this
means that the box should be positioned somewhere between the north east and south east side of a
structure.

For extra shelter, smaller boxes should be positioned at a slight forward angle.

Large open boxes should be angled upwards when mounted to allow the nest to rest naturally at the
back of the box.

Boxes should be positioned out of the reach of predators where possible (e.g. cats).

A density of around 10 bird boxes per hectare is acceptable.

Position boxes away from bird tables and other feeding areas where possible.

Bat Box/tube Installation Guidance

Boxes should be located in a sheltered position, out of strong wind, but exposed to sunlight for part of
the day to provide solar warming.

When installed on trees, where possible boxes should be put up in groups of two or three, facing in
different directions to allow bats access to a range of temperature conditions. Furthermore, it is
recommended that, to avoid competition for bat boxes, bird boxes should also be installed on the same
trees?.

It should be ensured that the entrance hole to the box is kept clear, so that bats can access it freely.
Ideally bat boxes should be positioned near linear vegetation (e.g. a hedgerow).

When installing boxes on trees, the ideal position is at around 5 metres or more.

On buildings, boxes should be positioned high up by the eaves to avoid bats being predated by cats and
other predators.

Boxes should be installed out of the direct line of artificial lighting, both current and to be installed.

References

1.
2.
3
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Meddings, A., Taylor, S., Batty, L., Green, R., Knowles, M., Latham, D. (2011). Managing competition
between birds and bats for roost boxes in small woodlands, north-east England. Conservation
Evidence, 8, pg. 74-80.

! Woodcrete is a blend of cement and sawdust. This material is found to be as successful as wooden bat boxes/tubes with greater
durability and longevity. Schwegler bat boxes/tubes are constructed from this material.

2 Research carried out by Meddings et al. (2011) suggests that installing bird and bat boxes on the same tree will reduce the likelihood
of birds nesting in bat boxes and thus preventing a reduction in roosting opportunities for bats.
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