Please note that advance approval is required before a site visit — even if the visit is only to the outside of
the branch. Due to heightened awareness of criminality around bank branches staff will spot and report
incidence of suspicious activity to the local constabulary.

To avoid any undue interaction with the police please call us on 01142490944 to arrange a visit. Three
working days’ notice is required to ensure the visit can be arranged with all internal parties.

If you have any queries about a visit to a site, please email richard @axis-architecture.com or call
07912731638.

Heritage Statement to Support Planning Application - HSBC UK Reading Broad Street.
Document date 09/03/2020

Rev -

Site Address:

HSBC UK Bank plc,
26 - 28 Broad Street,
Reading,

Berkshire,

RG1 2BU

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.01 The proposals can readily be broken-down into the following components which form the content of
this application:

(i) Installation of one new External ATM Sign.
2.0 PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

2.01 QUEEN VICTORIA STREET 1. 5128 Nos 1 to 31 (odd) Nos 2 to 32 (even) SU 7173 NE 1/558 SU 7173 SW
2/558 SU 7173 SE 3/558 SU 7173 12/558 ||

2. Including Nos 148 and 149 Friar Street and Nos 24 to 28 and 35 to 37 (consec) Broad Street. A circa
1894 commercial street with returns to Broad and Friar Streets. Probably by Joseph Morris. Dutch
gabled free Baroque style. 3 1/2 storeys, yellow brick and terracotta with dividing lonic pilasters.
Dentil cornice. Pilasters to dormers, broken pediments above. An elongated pattern of shallow bays
to 1st and 2nd floors 4:2:1:1:1:1:3. Mullion and transom window to bays, sashes with architraves (and
pediments on 1st floor) to rest. Modern shopfronts, retaining cornice to fascia and scroll brackets to
pilasters, only one shop retains prewar shopfront. Large returns to Broad Street. The return to east
(No 28 Broad Street) supported by No 26 (dated 1894, grey brick with red terracotta dressings) and by
No 24 (an early C20 Bank with -large shaped pediment doorway on corner to Cross Street; red brick
with stone dressings and stone fret patterns to gables

3.0 SIGNIFICANCE OF HERITAGE ASSET

3.01 The architectural & historical interest of this building is significant, due to the its architectural merit in
the features mentioned above. The site is a significant asset to the surrounding area as it holds a
prominent presence upon the corner of Broad Street & Queen Victoria Street. The grade Il listed
building is also sited within a conservation area, further emphasising its architectural merit.

4.0 CONTRIBUTION OF ITS SETTING TO THAT SIGNIFICANCE
4.01 The architectural character and appearance is typical of banks of this and earlier periods, signifying

solidity and respectability relating to the building’s use. Its location is of great significance to the
building’s heritage, located within a busy commercial area and within the conservation area.
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DESIGN CONCEPT

The bank is currently undertaking a nation programme whereby the plan to replace external ATM
signage to match the current ‘HSBC UK’ design. All signage which is to be replace is to be done so on a
like of like basis, in terms of materials, method of fixing & method of illumination (where applicable).
IMPACT OF THE PROPOSALS ON THE SIGNIFICANCE

The works, as a whole, are to enforce HSBC's new retail image consistently across its branches
nationwide. We believe the proposed works will respect the buildings original feature and will not
have a negative impact on the building or surround area.
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