
 
 

  

Date: February 2020 

Subject: Lawful B1(a) use of 20-30 Greyfriars Road 

 

 

20-30 Greyfriars Road, Reading, RG1 1NL 

This note appraises the past and current operation of 20-30 Greyfriars, 

Reading, RG1 1NL, to demonstrate the lawful use of the site as falling under 

Use Class B1(a) offices and assist the application seeking prior approval for the 

change of use of the site from offices (Use Class B1(a)) to residential (Use 

Class C3). 

 

The following points will demonstrate this lawful B1 (a) use: 

• The site’s planning history; 

• Records from the Valuation Office Agency and the current land use 

and occupancy on site 

Planning Permission 

On 28 January 1991 planning permission was granted for the extension of 

fourth floor lobby/reception to the boardroom (LPA Ref. Number 900448).   

 

On 5 April 2017 prior approval was given for the “Change of use from Class 

B1(a) (offices) to C3 (dwelling houses) to comprise of 43 apartments comprising 

23 one bed flats, 19 two bed flats and a single three bed flat. Notification under 

Class O, Part 3 of Schedule 2 of the Town and Country Planning (General 

Permitted Development) Order 2015” (LPA Ref. 170229).  This prior approval 

was not implemented. 

Records from the Valuation Office Agency (VOA) and Current Occupancy 

The records from the VOA show that since at least 2005 the building has been 

used as B1(a) offices. Therefore, the B1(a) office use is the lawful use. 

Appendix 1 shows the valuation records from 2005 which demonstrate that the 

building has been in use as an office for the last 15 years. 

Conclusion 

Through the evidence presented above, the lawful use of 20 Greyfriars Road 

has been established as falling under Use Class B1 (a) offices. 
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Appendix 1 – VOA Records 
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