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Scours Lane Landscape Principles, Reading.

Landscape Principles
The landscape principles for the proposal has been developed by consideration of the proposed unit and its relationship with the existing tree group together with an appreciation of the contribution of the existing tree group to the local public realm.

In considering the position of the unit careful consideration has been given to the potential effect on the existing trees. The unit position has been reviewed and adjusted in a number of directions specifically to reduce the potential conflict with trees and minimise the removal of trees and to respond to the existing site levels.
The existing trees of varied quality and condition with limited arboriculural management over the years. This has resulted trees of varying forms, structure and canopy of varying age and maturity. Within the tree group there are 3 trees with TPO designation which are retained within the scheme.
A landscape scheme for the site has been developed and this will provide for the planting of woodland tree species associated with the existing tree group thereby giving succession planting to ensure the continued contribution of the trees to the area. Indigenous shrub planting is included to create a understorey beneath the canopy.
As part of the landscape principles it is proposed that the existing green area associated with the development and boundary with Wigmore Road can provide an opportunity for local environmental improvements by providing drifts wild flower areas and additional tree planting.

This approach would provide the opportunity for elements of additional tree planting which would increase the visual contribution and scale of trees at this location whilst contribute positively to the Green Link and Tree Corridor policy. The provision of tree canopy and wildflower areas together with understorey shrub planting will provide wildlife habitat opportunity and encourage biodiversity. This would also provide a net gain of trees and tree canopy. 
Included within the landscape proposals is a wildlife enhancement plan to provide wildlife habitat opportunities. These include bird and bat boxes located within the existing trees and within the areas of indigenous shrub planting the provision of log piles and hedgehog hotels. The collective combination of the planting, wildflower areas and habitat elements within the site area will provide a net wildlife gain.

Both these elements will support and enhance the local authority’s Green link and Tree Corridor policy associated with this location and will offer environmental improvement together with greater visual and seasonal interest and contribute to the wider public realm.
Species range to include Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus), Tilia europea (European lime), Zelkova serrata, Quercus rubur (Oak), Prunus avium ( Cherry) The tree planting is supported by the inclusion of decorative tree and shrub planting associated with the unit. 
It is considered that with minimal removal of existing trees combined with the proposed new tree planting and inclusion of native tree planting this will strengthen the existing green link and tree corridor. Additionally this will minimise the visual presence of the development to the wider landscape.
Overall it is considered that this balanced approach offers minimum conflict with the existing trees and provides the opportunity to plant new trees which will provide tree renewal and succession to this location together with drifts of wild flowers which will provide enhanced long term amenity value of the green link to the wider public realm whist fulfilling policy objectives.
