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Dear Mr Nicholls-Sames
Re: proposed felling of one council owned scots pine tree at west fryerne (car park), parkside road, reading – t1 of tree preservation order number 6/07.
Thank you for your application of 3 September 2021, regarding the above, with your accompanying Tree Report dated 1 September 2021 and previous tree report (from Sarah Duckworth) dated 28 September 2020.

The matter has been assessed on site separately by you, Sarah Duckworth and me.

As stated on your application form, the tree is causing damage to the wall creating a health a safety issue for the users of YMCA. The tree has been tied into the wall with metalwork and having now grown onto the wall, this may be acting as a prop and the wall has shifted on the lower course.  Due to the tree being in reasonable health and providing amenity value to the locality, albeit with a significant lean towards the YMCA, the matter has been carefully explored over the last year to determine if there was a viable solution to safely retain the tree whilst making the wall safe.  Unfortunately, there appears to be no feasible solution that could reinforce the wall whilst avoiding damage to the tree’s roots such that it’s structural integrity would remain unaffected or that would avoid damage to the trunk.  As such, felling is accepted as a reasonable, whilst unfortunate, resolution in this case to manage the risk the tree and wall present to the adjacent YMCA, i.e. by allowing the necessary repairs.

In line with required procedure (relating to proposed works to Council owned TPO trees), two public notices were erected – one on the tree and one on the lamppost to the front of West Fryerne – giving 21 days for the submission of any public comments.  This period ended on 9 November and no comments were received.

The proposed felling was considered at Planning Applications Committee on 3 November 2021 with a recommendation to ‘approve the felling subject to no substantive objections being received’.  The recommendation was approved.
I can therefore confirm that the following proposed works, as detailed in your application, are approved subject to the conditions below:

· T1 Pine (your 03GK) – fell for the reasons given above.

A replacement tree is required (see condition below), a point on which Members of Planning Applications Committee were in agreement with.  We have discussed potential locations in the vicinity given that replacement in the same location is not feasible.  A good location for a replacement Pine would be the eastern side of the junction of Parkside Road and Tilehurst Road to mirror the Pine on the west side of this junction.  I have, however, left the location to be confirmed in case currently unknown constraints mean that this location is not ultimately possible.

Conditions

1.Five days’ notice in writing shall be given to the Council prior to undertaking the approved works.

Reason: To ensure that the Local Planning Authority is given sufficient notice of the works to enable the effective monitoring of tree work within the Borough.

2. All tree surgery shall be in accordance with BS 3998: (2010) Tree Work - Recommendations.

Reason: To ensure that all works are carried out in an acceptable arboricultural manner

3. Following the felling of the Pine tree authorised by this consent, one replacement Pine (Pinus spp) of a minimum 1.5m in height shall be planted in the locality during the planting season (Nov-March) following or at the time of the felling of the tree, whichever is soonest.  The species and location shall be agreed with the Natural Environment Team.
Planting should be carried out in accordance with clause 10 (Planting) of BS 8545:2014 ‘Trees: from nursery to independence in the landscape – Recommendations’

Should the replacement tree be removed, die or become severely damage or seriously diseased, all within 5 years of planting, it shall be replaced by a tree of a similar size and species to that originally planted.  Modifications to the requirements of this condition must be agreed in writing with Reading Borough Council Natural Environment Team.

PLEASE NOTE: The requirement to replant is the responsibility of the tree owner even if the application was submitted by another person.

Reason: To retain the present visual amenity value of the area and ensure continuity of tree coverage.
Informatives

1. You are advised that, in accordance with Part 4, 17 (4) of The Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation)(England) Regulations 2012, this decision is valid for one pruning operation (as per the approved specifications) to be undertaken within two years from the date of this notice, after which the consent lapses and a new application will be required.

2. Disturbance of wildlife: It is an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) to disturb roosting bats or nesting birds.  It is advisable to consult your tree surgeon/consultant to agree an acceptable time for carrying out any work.  Wildlife and habitat controls are administered by Natural England who can be contacted on 0300 030 6000
If you wish to appeal against any of the conditions attached to this consent, please contact the Planning Inspectorate within 28 days of receipt of this letter to obtain the relevant forms:

Trees and Hedges

Room 3A Eagle Wing

Temple Quay House

2 The Square

Temple Quay

Bristol 

BS1 6PN

Telephone: 0303 444 5570

E-mail it to: treeandhedgeappeals@planninginspectorate.gov.uk 

If you require any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me on the above number.

Yours sincerely

Sarah Hanson
Sarah Hanson
Natural Environment Officer

