Williams Acquisition Lid

Our Ref: CTIL_30452900_VF 20716
Kentwood Ward:
davyapdal.singh@reading.goVv.uk;

jienny.rynn@reading.gov.uk;
raj.singh@reading.gov.uk

VIA Email

18 January 2021

Dear Ward Councillors,

PROPOSED BASE STATION INSTALLATION AT CTIL_30452900_VF_20716 OXFORD ROAD,
READING, BERKSHIRE, RG30 6YD E:468613 N:174231

Cornerstone Telecommunications Infrastructure Ltd (Cornerstone) is a joint venture
company owned by Telefénica UK Limited commonly known as O2, and Vodafone
Limited, who manage a single grid network across the UK for these companies. This
agreement allows both organisations to pool their basic network infrastructure, while
running two, independent, nationwide networks. It maximises opportunities to
consolidate the number of base stations and where possible can significantly reduce
the environmental impact of network development.

Cornerstone and Vodafone Limited are in the process of progressing a suitable
replacement site in the Kentwood area for a radio base station. We aim to work with
you to progress a proposal that is both acceptable to your authority and meets
Vodafone Limited’s technical network requirements. This approach accords with
Vodafone Limited’s Best Practice Commitments to ensure consultation with Local
Planning Authorities and other appropriate key stakeholders.

As part of Vodafone Limited's continued network improvement program, there is a
specific requirement for a replacement installation at this location to provide
equivalent and improved 2G, 3G and 4G and new 5G coverage and capacity,
ensuring that this area of Reading maintains access to the latest technologies. This
follows the site providers redevelopment plans.

Mobiles can only work with a network of base stations in place where people want to
use their mobile phones or other wireless devices. Without base stations, the mobile
phones and other devices we rely on simply won't work.

The Government recognises that widespread coverage of mobile connectivity is
essential for people and businesses. That is why the Government is committed to
extending mobile geographical coverage further across the UK, with confinuous
mobile connectivity provided to all major roads and to being a world leader in 5G.
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This will allow everyone in the country to benefit from the economic advantages of
widespread mobile coverage.

As well as improved mobile signal, 5G networks are also crucial to drive productivity
and growth across the sectors that local areas are focusing on through their emerging
Local Industrial Strategies. Enabling and planning for 5G implementation is central to
achieving the Government’'s objective to deliver prosperity at the local level and
enable all places to share in the proceeds of growth.

5G service provision will bring faster, more responsive and reliable connections than
ever before. More than any previous generation of mobile networks, it has the
potential to improve the way people live, work and travel, and to deliver significant
benefits to the economy and industry through the ability to connect more devices to
the Internet at the same time, the ‘Internet of Things'. This will enable communities to
manage traffic flow and control energy usage, monitor patient health remotely, and
increase productivity for business and farmers, all through the real-time management
of data.

The demand for mobile data in the UK is increasing rapidly, and as households and
businesses become increasingly reliant on mobile connectivity, the infrastructure must
be in place to ensure supply does not become a constraint on future demand.

Our technical network requirement is as follows:

CTIL_30452900_VF_20716 OXFORD ROAD, READING, BERKSHIRE, RG30 6YD E:468613
N:174231

The site is needed to maintain and improve 2G, 3G, 4G and new 5G coverage and
capacity for Vodafone Limited to ensure that its customers continue to experience
access to the latest service provision currently available. This is because the operator
needs to find a replacement for its existing column which must be removed from the
network. The replacement installation will also meet the exira demands on the
network in this area as new technologies improve increasing the demand for 4G.

CTIL_30452900_VF_20716 OXFORD ROAD, READING, BERKSHIRE, RG30 6YD E:468613
N:174231

The proposed works comprise the installation of a 20m monopole supporting, 6 no.
antenna, 2 no. tfransmission dishes and ancillary development thereto.

The operator has chosen this site as it is close to the original site that provided high
quality, advanced communications technology but is no longer available to be used.
In order to provide equivalent replacement coverage, the replacement site needs to
be as close as possible to the former site, so it can fill the specific hole in coverage in
the operator’s network.

The other site options that were considered and then discounted are as follows:

Site Name, Address, NGR, Site Type Reason for not Choosing

VF - 6735 It is not possible to utilise this existing
Adjacent to Unit 127D structure in order to deliver the required
Stadium Way level of coverage to the target area
RG30 6BB

NGR:468961/174258
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(Greenfield)

Abakus Direct Due to the construction of the building
Unit 16 Stadium Way there is no design available to support
Reading the operator's apparatus and provide
RG30 6BX the necessary coverage to the target
NGR:468755/174341 coverage areaq.

(Rooftop)

M-TEK Due to the construction of the building
Unit 18 Stadium Way there is no design available to support
Reading the operator's apparatus and provide
RG30 6BX the necessary coverage to the target
NGR:468857/174296 coverage areaq.

(Rooftop)

TNT Gym Due to the construction of the building
5a Bridgewater Close there is no design available to support
Reading the operator's apparatus and provide
RG30 TNS the necessary coverage to the target
NGR:469120/174061 coverage areaq.

(Rooftop)

Junction of Loverock Road and Caxton | The footway at this location is oo narrow
Close to accommodate the  operator's
Reading equipment. As such, it would lead to
RG30 1BZ highway safety issues. A site in this
NGR: 469195/174221 location has therefore been discounted
(Greenfield) for this reason.

The Local Planning Authority mast register and our records of other potential sites have
already been reviewed, the policies in the Development Plan have been taken into
account and the planning history of the site has been examined.

All Vodafone Limited installations are designed to be fully compliant with the public
exposure guidelines established by the International Commission on Non-lonizing
Radiation Protection (ICNIRP). These guidelines have the support of UK Government,
the European Union and they also have the formal backing of the World Health
Organisation. A certificate of ICNIRP compliance will be included within the planning
submission.

In order to give you time to send your comments or request further information, we
commit to allow at least 14 days before an application is submitted to the Local
Planning Authority. This 14-day period starts from the date at the top of this letter.

We would also be grateful if you could please advise of any local stakeholders or
groups that might like fo make comments.

We look forward to receiving any comments you may have on the proposal.
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Yours faithfully

Dianne Perry MRTPI AssocRICS

Consultant Planner: Williams Acquisition

Tel: +44 (0) 7535 932 374

Email: dianne@tweeddevelopmentplanning.com

(for and on behalf of Cornerstone and Vodafone Limited)

Enc.
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