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Ref Specification of works, reasons for works based on arboricultural advice from Neil Wilson 

Specification 

T.1 Lime
Fell and replace in a location further from the property, please see attached location plan showing proposed replanting location

Reasons 
The tree’s location is causing numerous problems. 
There are justified concerns that parts of the tree may fail and that the possible outcome of any failures could have extremely serious consequences for life and property. 
A more detailed explanation is listed below. 

The tree is located directly outside of the front door of the property and adj. to the drive, see location plan and photo 1. 

The location of tree is causing conflicts with the owners and their property. 

1.	In the last 12mths the tree has dropped 2 sizeable branches. The first, a live branch see photo 2, onto the flat roof above the front door causing £4200 of damage and subsequent water ingress caused a further £910 of damage. The second a dead branch, see photo 3, that caused an estimated £4000 damage to the owners cars parked on the drive. The area under this is in constant daily use at all times of day and in all weathers. Therefore there is a high probability of any future failures causing injury to the residents or a visitor and more damage to the property. 
2.	The tree dominates its surroundings and whilst the residents enjoy the positive aspects of the tree, they have reasonable concerns about the trees potential to cause harm. The location of the tree means it is exposed to significant wind stresses which I believe have led to the live branch failure. The location of Ridge Hall Close is high on an escarpment overlooking the Thames and Reading to South. The tree is large and not sheltered by other trees or buildings. This means the tree is exposed to the strong winds from all directions and especially the South West, South Westerly winds are likely to cause branch failures to fall in the direction of the house. 
3.	The option of pruning will not necessarily significantly reduce the risk of limb failure, due to the exposed location of the tree and extent of pruning required to reduce the risk of failure. Significant pruning would be required such as pollarding but this will leave large wounds that will inevitably lead to decay pockets, severely detract from the visual amenity of the tree and mean the owners incur regular on going expense to safely maintain the tree. 
4.	The roots from the tree have caused damage to the drains of property and expense to the owners, please see attached reports. The roots are also lifting the surface of the drive. 
5.	The tree drops leaf litter etc. into gutters etc. and Honey dew onto the cars and the drive. All these by-products of the tree’s location cause expense and inconvenience to the owners. 
6.	The felling will allow more light into the garden/property and allow the owners to install solar panels which at present despite having south facing property they are unable to do as the trees blocks the light to the roof. 
7.	The area has plenty of tree cover and therefore any loss of visual amenity will be minimal, added to which the owner is happy to replant a new Lime tree in a more suitable location, which will provide visual amenity as it grows and develops. 
8.	The felling will have a huge positive long-term impact upon the lives of residents.
9.	The target area should the tree or a portion of it fail is heavily used every day all year round. 
10.	The tree was retained in a location that was always going to cause future conflict, has grown significantly since the TPO was placed on it and is now too large for its location, I don’t not see it as unreasonable for the home owners to request fell and replace the tree.
11.	The constant worry, stress and anxiety every time there are high winds are affecting the family by causing stress and concerns as well as financial costs. 
12.	The owners have been excluded from Building insurance by approximately half of all home insurers due to the tree being situated so close to the property. This has led to higher than expected insurance premiums. 
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Summary 
Whilst it is a significant tree, its retention in its current location is not sustainable.
If the tree was located in the grass area further from the property there would be far less concerns and problems. However its exposed nature of the location and the size of the tree mean it is likely to suffer the full force of bad weather in the future and it is highly likely failure will occur again in some form. This is the nature of mature trees but the target area being so significant means any failure has a high probability of causing significant harm. Therefore the retention of the tree is unsustainable. 
The proposed felling will make significant difference to owner’s safe use and enjoyment of their property and will give them the peace of mind they deserve. This will far out way any loss of the visual amenity. 
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