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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) REGULATIONS 2017: REGULATION 29, REGULATION 30
WEST BERKSHIRE COUNCIL
_______________________________________________

STATEMENT OF DECISION ON AN EIA APPLICATION

_______________________________________________

West Berkshire Council has determined an application by J Mould (Reading) Ltd for planning permission for development falling within the scope of the above Regulations (called “EIA development” in the Regulations).  The Application, reference 20/02029/COMIND for:

Development of an Energy Recovery Centre and adjacent Data Centre and associated infrastructure
at Reading Quarry, Berrys Lane, Burghfield, Reading, RG30 3XD.
has been GRANTED
The content of the decision and any conditions attached are contained within Schedule 1. A copy of the Decision Notice is contained in Schedule 1 below.

The main reasons and considerations on which the decision is based, along with the reasoned conclusion on the significant effects of the development on the environment, and information about the participation of the public, is contained in Schedule 2 below.

A description of the main measures to avoid, reduce and offset the major adverse effects of the development is contained in Schedule 3 below.
Any person wishing to challenge this decision may do so by way of an application to the High Court for judicial review under Section 31 of the Senior Courts Act 1981.  Such application must be made promptly and, in any event, not later than six weeks after the date of the decision: 2nd September 2022.  

SCHEDULE 1

(i) The content of the decision and any conditions/reasons attached thereto:
West Berkshire Council’s Eastern Area Planning Committee has considered carefully all the material planning issues raised by this proposal, together with all representations received, and, having regard to national, regional and local planning policy, (the Development Plan) has concluded that planning permission should be granted subject to conditions.  See attached decision notice for details of the conditions 1-56, dated 2nd September 2022.  
SCHEDULE 2

(ii) The main reasons and considerations on which the decision is based, including, if relevant information about the participation of the public
Taking into account the relevant environmental information (as defined by the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017), planning application reference 20/02029/COMIND is approved for the reasons and considerations set out within the West Berkshire Council Committee report dated 24th August 2022 attached. 

The main reasons for the decision are set out in the attached decision notice of 2nd September 2022.
Although there are identified conflicts of the proposal with the development plan in terms of landscape/visual impacts and to a lesser degree sustainable construction, it is not considered that the proposal is inconsistent with the development plan when taken as a whole (with particular reference to Waste Local Plan for Berkshire Policy 27 but also to all other policies with which the scheme complies). It is considered that the benefits of the development will outweigh the harm in applying the planning balance. 

Overall, it is considered that the need for the development and overall compliance with the policies in the development plan, plus benefits of providing for an identified need for residual waste management, diverting waste from landfill, and recovering energy from waste, along with the associated carbon benefits weights the balance in favour of granting planning permission.

SCHEDULE 3

(iii) A description, of the main measures to avoid, reduce and, if possible offset the major adverse effects of the development.   

The main measures to avoid, reduce and, if possible, offset the major adverse effects of the development are those set out in the attached Committee Report of 24th August 2022.  The main mitigating features are provided by conditions as detailed within the attached decision notice dated 2nd September 2022.  

Date 02/09/2022
Bob Dray
Interim Development Control Manager
West Berkshire Council 

