
 

 

 

 
 
James Bardey 
Aspect 
South Court 
Hardwick Business Park 
Noral Way 
Banbury 
OX16 2AF 
 

Frances Martin 
Executive Director for 
Economic Growth and 
Neighbourhood Services 
 
Bridge Street, Reading RG1 2LU 
 0118 9373787 
 
Our Ref:220987/TPO  
Your Ref: 
 
Direct: 01189 372440 
sarah.hanson@reading.gov.uk 
 

9 August 2022 

 
Your contact is: Sarah Hanson, Planning, Development & Regulatory 

Services 

 
Dear Mr Bardey 
 
RE: PROPOSED WORKS TO TREES AT TILEHURST ALLOTMENTS, KENTWOOD HILL / 
ARMOUR HILL, READING – SUBJECT TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER NUMBER 2/22. 
 
Thank you for your application of 6 July 2022, regarding the above. 
 
Further to our site meeting of 3 August 2022, I can confirm that the following proposed 
works, as detailed in your application, with the specifics agreed via email on 4 August 
2022, are approved subject to the conditions below and with reference to the 
photographs at the end of this letter: 
 

• Area 1 (Armour Hill) – clearance of spoil heap and non-tree ground vegetation 
brambles etc, but including any saplings within that (at or below bramble height) 
and young plum trees alongside allotment edge (south side).  Works are to retain 
the mature Plum trees (see photo). 

• Area 2 (Armour Hill) – Clearance of non-tree ground vegetation brambles etc, but 
including any saplings within that (at or below bramble height).  All other trees to 
be retained. 

• Area 3 (The Withies) - Clearance of non-tree ground vegetation brambles etc, but 
including any saplings within that (at or below bramble height).  All other trees to 
be retained. 

• Area 4 (Kentwood Hill) - Clearance of non-tree ground vegetation brambles etc, but 
including any saplings within that (at or below bramble height) and young Ash, 
Sycamore & Elder where necessary.  All other trees, including (amongst others) 
mature Apple and young Oak, to be retained (see photo). 

• Area 5 (Kentwood Hill) - Clearance of non-tree ground vegetation brambles etc, but 
including any saplings within that (at or below bramble height) and young Ash, 



 

 

Plum & Elder where necessary.  All other trees to be retained. 

• Area 6 (within builder’s yard) – remove Elder 
 
I understood from our meeting that the clearance will be by the minimum required to 
allow sufficient access for the topographical survey and tree survey. 
 
To reiterate that in my email of 4 August, as discussed, there will be associated 
requirements to the implementation of the above works: 
 
Firstly, a meeting will be required between yourselves (you and your client) and the 
contractor on site so that the contractor can assess access requirements and identify any 
tree removals or pruning not included within the above works – a further application will 
be required for those.  Tree pruning should not be undertaken by persons unfamiliar with 
good arboricultural practice.  The contractor should be advised on due care working 
around trees to be retained to avoid accidental damage (which should be reported if 
occurs so remedial works can be identified) and ground protection and/or physical 
protection of the trees should be considered and implemented, where prudent.  
 
Please could you provide confirmation, before beginning any of the clearance works, on 
what has been agreed between yourselves and the clearing contractor in terms of tree 
protection/harm mitigation measures following your meeting. 
 
Secondly, the ecological impact of the works needs to be considered both prior to and 
during the clearance – I expect this will be particularly necessary in The Withies (Area 3).  
I understand that there will be a watching brief by an ecologist, which will be a necessity 
given that we know there are protected species active on site. 
 
We would welcome (when you have it), confirmation of both of the above – as discussed, 
it is likely that there will be local concern during clearance works so being able to provide 
concerned residents with a method statement of how you/your client intend to proceed in 
relation to trees and ecology would be useful.  I would also suggest that once the date of 
works is known (or the date of commencement and likely duration) that notices are 
placed on the allotment notice boards and an email to allotment holders sent out. 
 
Conditions 
 
1.Five days’ notice in writing shall be given to the Council prior to undertaking the 
approved works. 
Reason: To ensure that the Local Planning Authority is given sufficient notice of the works 
to enable the effective monitoring of tree work within the Borough. 
 
2. All tree surgery shall be in accordance with BS 3998: (2010) Tree Work - 
Recommendations. 
Reason: To ensure that all works are carried out in an acceptable arboricultural manner 
 
Informatives 
 
1. You are advised that, in accordance with Part 4, 17 (4) of The Town and Country 



 

 

Planning (Tree Preservation)(England) Regulations 2012, this decision is valid for one 
pruning operation (as per the approved specifications) to be undertaken within two years 
from the date of this notice, after which the consent lapses and a new application will be 
required. 
 
2. Removal of dead or dangerous wood: This does not require the formal consent of the 
Council.  However written notice must be given 5 working days in advance of removing 
dead wood.   Where a branch is deemed to be ‘dangerous’, i.e. where works are ‘urgently 
necessary to remove an immediate risk of serious harm’, you are required to give notice 
to the Council ‘as soon as practicable after the works become necessary’. 
 
3. Disturbance of wildlife: It is an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended) to disturb roosting bats or nesting birds.  It is advisable to consult your tree 
surgeon/consultant to agree an acceptable time for carrying out any work.  Wildlife and 
habitat controls are administered by Natural England who can be contacted on 0300 030 
6000 
 
4. Tree work consents on land not owned by the applicant: It is strongly recommended 
that the owner of the tree be advised of any proposed works.  The owner’s permission 
must be sought if the tree works involve work past the boundary line.  This consent does 
not in any way imply that this Council has informed the owner of sought permission or will 
condone the use of consents to force any landowner to grant such permission. 
 
If you wish to appeal against any of the conditions attached to this consent, please 
contact the Planning Inspectorate within 28 days of receipt of this letter to obtain the 
relevant forms: 
Trees and Hedges 
Room 3A Eagle Wing 
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Temple Quay 
Bristol  
BS1 6PN 
Telephone: 0303 444 5570 
E-mail it to: treeandhedgeappeals@planninginspectorate.gov.uk  
 
If you require any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me on the above 
number. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Sarah Hanson 

 
Sarah Hanson 
Natural Environment Officer 
 
C.c. Mr C Cairns, Tilehurst Poor's Land Charity 

mailto:treeandhedgeappeals@planninginspectorate.gov.uk


 

 

 

  
 

  
 


