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1 Introduction 

1.1 Scope 

This report aims to outline the existing Utility infrastructure services within and in close proximity to the site of 

104 – 112 Eaton Court, Oxford Road, Reading, Berkshire RG1 7FU.  

1.2 Development Description 

The site is situated to the west of Reading town centre.  The south elevation of Eaton Court fronts onto Oxford 

Road, which is one of the main transport routes into Reading town centre.  The existing building is an office use 

building that lies within a mixed-use area, with surrounding uses including residential, secondary retail, car 

parking and offices. 

  

Immediately adjacent to the site is a Grade II listed building currently occupied by the Royal Meteorological 

Society.  The land to east has recently been developed as a residential building.  Immediately to the north west 

of the site is Faces bar nightclub. 

 

 

The proposed development will comprise three blocks each with residential dwellings.  The main reception and 

events space will be located on the ground level located on the Oxford Road frontage.  Landscaping and car 

parking will be provided at ground level.  Refer to the planning application description for full details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Aerial photograph of existing Eaton Court site 

 

 

 

 

 
Location plan of the Eaton Court site 
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2 Existing Services 

2.1 Introduction 

chapmanbdsp prior to completing this report approached local utility providers through utility search company 

Groundwise Ltd to ascertain the services around the curtilage of the building. The asset data records provided 

by the companies scheduled below have been incorporated into the Appendices.  

• SSE – Electricity 

• British Telecom – Telecom 

• Virgin Media – Telecom 

• Vodafone – Telecom 

• Zayo - Telecom 

• Thames Water – Mains Coldwater 

• Southern Gas Networks – Natural Gas 

• Thames Water – Sewers 

• Reading Council – Street Lighting 

 

chapmanbdsp have paid associated fees to obtain the asset network maps from the Utility companies. It should 

be noted that there is a risk that the information provided by the Utility companies may not reflect the current 

arrangement’s. Based on this further investigations should be undertaken at the next stage with CAT Scans/Trial 

Holes in order to ascertain the exact location of these Utilities. 

2.2 Electrical Services 

SSE 

Asset maps from SSE have been procured and attached in Appendix 4.1.  

 

There is an existing HV and LV infrastructure on the site which will need relocation / replacement to be 

incorporated within the proposed development electrical supply requirements. The asset map indicates this LV 

is from across Eaton Place Road serving supply points on the site. There are also adjacent LV mains within the 

footways and roadways adjacent the site.  

 

The existing site is served from “Eaton Place” substation fed from a 11kV feed via Alfred Street and Chatham 

Street. There are also adjacent LV mains within the footways and roadways adjacent the site.  

 

2.3 Audio/Video, Telecommunications and Data 

Mobile Masts 

Groundwise Searches Ltd have undertaken a web based mobile mast search and confirmed that there does not 

appear to be masts in the vicinity of the site. 

 

Sky Telecommunications 

Sky Telecommunications have issued an email stating their existing services will not be affected by the 

development proposal. 

 

British Telecom (Open Reach) 

Asset maps from BT have been procured and attached in Appendix 4.2. 

 

Telecom’s and Broadband infrastructure is detailed on BT Open Reach asset data records within the footway 

directly outside the buildings with joint pits located at regular intervals throughout the footway with multiple 

connections to site.  

 

Colt Technology Services 

Colt Technology Services have issued an email stating their existing services will not be affected by the 

development proposal. 

 

euNetworks Fiber UK 

EuNetworks Fiber UK  have issued an email stating their existing services will not be affected by the development 

proposal. 

 

Instalcom 

Instalcom have issued an email stating their existing services will not be affected by the development proposal. 

 

 

Virgin Media 

Asset maps from Virgin Media have been procured and attached in Appendix 4.3 

 

Comms infrastructure is detailed on Virgin Media asset data records within the footway adjacent the buildings in 

Eaton Place and Oxford Road with joint pits located at regular intervals throughout the footway.  

 

Vodafone 

Asset maps from Vodafone have been procured and attached in Appendix 4.4. 

 

Comms infrastructure is detailed on Vodafone asset data records within the Oxford Road and Eaton Place 

footways adjacent and entering the site. 

 

Zayo Group 

Asset maps from Zayo have been procured and attached in Appendix 4.5.  

 

Comms infrastructure is detailed on Zayo asset data records within the Oxford Road and Eaton Place 

footways/roadways opposite the site. 

 

Network Rail 

Network Rail have issued an email stating they do not believe they have existing services within the development 

area. 

 

2.4 Mains Coldwater Service 

Thames Water 

Asset maps from Thames Water have been procured and attached in Appendix 4.6 

 

A 4 inch trunk main (pipe material not detailed) is detailed on Thames Water Utilities asset data records within 

the highway of Oxford Road serving a number of hydrants within the footway. A 4 inch branch is provided from 

this main (pipe material not detailed) which is routed within the highway of Eaton Place and connects to a 6 inch 

trunk main at the end of Eaton Place within Chatham Street. 

 

The 4 inch main is provided with single fire hydrants located to the rear of the building.  

2.5 Gas Service 

Southern Gas Networks 

Asset maps from Southern Gas Networks have been procured and attached in Appendix 4.7. 

 

12 inch steel low pressure gas main is detailed on Southern Gas Network asset data records within the footway 

of Oxford Road. A 125mm polyethylene (PE) low pressure gas main connects to this main and is routed within 

the highway of Eaton Place serving a number of buildings before terminating within Chatham Street. 

 

The asset map suggests there is a 63mm polyethylene low pressure gas main that serves the building from the 

125 mm polyethylene main. 
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2.6 Sewers 

Thames Water 

Asset maps from Thames Water have been procured and attached in Appendix 4.8 

 

Main trunk separate foul and surface water sewers are detailed on Thames Water Utilities asset data records 

within the highway of Oxford Street.  

 

225mm foul water sewer connects to the foul water trunk sewer and is routed within the highway of Eaton Place 

terminating adjacent to the rear of the building. The foul water sewer is provided with 3no manholes along it’s 

length. The information provided on Thames Water Utilities asset maps suggest that the depth of this sewer from 

road level to invert level of the sewer is approximately 2.180 metres deep. 

 

225mm surface water sewer connects to the surface trunk sewer and is routed within the highway of Eaton Place 

terminating near to the end of the road. The surface water sewer is provided with 5no manholes along its length. 

The information provided on Thames Water Utilities asset maps suggest that the depth of this sewer from road 

level to invert level of the sewer is approximately 1.370 metres deep. 

2.7 Street Lighting 

Reading Council 

Asset maps from Reading Council have been procured and attached in Appendix 4.9 

 

Street lighting is detailed on Reading Council asset data records within the footway served from UKPN LV 

infrastructure located within the footway. 
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3 Conclusion’s 

• From the information provided from the network providers it is evident that there are a multitude of 

infrastructure services within the footway of Oxford Street and Eaton Place 

• We recommend that post the planning stage of the design further investigations are carried out by 

means of a CAT scan.  

• If the CAT scans prove inconclusive then we would suggest trial holes are provided within the areas that 

are uncertain for clarification. 

• It would also be beneficial to meet with the appropriate network providers to discuss the location of 

their services and what exactly they are and what they are serving. 

• The overview of service providers within the area is detailed within Appendix 4.10 and the following 

should be noted: 

o The overview of service providers also details the service providers that are not within the vicinity 

of Eaton Court. 

o National Joint Utilities Group (NJUG) Typical Arrangements are provided in Appendix 4.11. 
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4 Appendices 

4.1 SSE Electricity Asset Map 
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4.2 British Telecom Asset Map 
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4.3 Virgin Media Asset Maps 
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4.4 Vodafone Asset Map 
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4.5 Zayo Telecom Asset Map 

  



60994 Eaton Court – Utilities Report 10 
 

4.6 Thames Water Mains Coldwater Asset Map 
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4.7 Southern Gas Network Asset Map 
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4.8 Thames Water Sewers Asset Map 
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4.9 Reading Council Lighting Asset Map 
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4.10 Overview of Services Providers within the Area 
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4.11 National Joint Utilities Group (NJUG) Typical Arrangements 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


