
 

 

 

 
 
Mr N Cantell 
Beechwood Tree Care Ltd 
2 Playhatch Farm Cottages 
Playhatch 
RG4 9QX 
 

Frances Martin 
Executive Director for 
Economic Growth and 
Neighbourhood Services 
 
Bridge Street, Reading RG1 2LU 
 0118 9373787 
 
Our Ref: 230467/TPO 
Your Ref: 
 
Direct: 01189 374294 
andrei.nazare@reading.gov.uk 
 

19 May 2023 
 
Your contact is: Andrei Nazare, Planning, Development & Regulatory Services 

 
Dear Mr Cantell, 

RE: PROPOSED WORKS TO TWO TREES AT PANTILES, UPPER WARREN AVENUE AND ONE 
BEECH TREE AT HIGH RIDGE, UPPER WARREN AVENUE, READING – PART OF A2 OF AREA 
TREE PRESERVATION ORDER NUMBER 319. 

Thank you for your application of 11 April 2023 accompanied by annotated photographs, 
regarding the above. 

Further to my visit on 4 May 2023, I can confirm that the following amended works, as 
discussed with Mrs Reeves and as shown on the annotated photographs, are approved 
subject to the conditions below: 

• 1x Beech tree (T1 on application) 
o reduce the 2 low overextended limbs growing towards the property by 

approximately 1.5-2m 
o crown lift above the garage for 1m clearance to the ridge 

• 1x London plane tree (T2 on application) 
o reduce the lower and mid crown growing towards the property by 

approximately 1.5m 

• 1x Beech tree (T3 on application) – works as per annotated photograph below 
o Lateral reduction of 1 overextended branch above the building by 1m 
o Crown lift at an angle to provide 2m clearance to the roof surface 

 
During my discussion with Mrs Reeves, it was agreed to amend the application to add 
crown lifting of T1 Beech above the garage. Mrs Reeves also expressed concern about one 
overextended branch from neighbouring T3 Beech. Amendments to the works proposed 
were agreed in order to reduce the weight and extent of the overhang (lateral reduction) 
and to obtain sufficient clearing to the roof (angled crown lifting). 



 

 

1. Lateral reduction and crown lift of T3 Beech 

 
 
The works proposed to T1 and T2 are considered reasonable maintenance in order to avoid 
damage to the garage, to obtain clearance over the driveway and to limit the risk of 
failing branches in a high target area by reducing the overextended limbs. As such, the 
proposed works are agreeable. 

I can confirm that Hawthorn trees are not subject to Area Tree Preservation Order 319, as 
such you do not need permission to fell T4 Hawthorn. The tree is overwhelmed with Ivy 
and only a small number of outward, overextended branches still remain alive. The bulk 
of what the crown should be is a large mass formed by Ivy, which increases the weight and 
the sail area (with regards to the wind profile) making the tree likely to fall over on the 
road. As the tree is overwhelmed with Ivy, shows decline and is leaning over the highway 
(The Warren), its removal is prudent. 

In order to mitigate the impact of climate change, maintain or increase canopy cover 
throughout the borough, reduce air pollution and heat islanding effects, the council 
encourages replacement planting for all lost trees. By provisioning, voluntarily, 
replacement planting for the lost tree, the applicant futureproofs the availability of a 



 

 

healthy tree stock for generations to come and maintains the verdant character of The 
Warren. 

A number of standing dead young trees near the Hawthorn were observed. I confirmed to 
Mrs Reeves that they are able to remove dead trees without submitting an application, 
but that a 5 day notice prior to removal should be sent to the Natural Environment Team. 
For information, the Area TPO is 31 years old (1992) hence if any of the dead trees are 
considered to be younger than the TPO, notice of their removal would not be required – I 
would be grateful for confirmation either way. 

Conditions 
 
1.Five days’ notice in writing shall be given to the Council prior to undertaking the 
approved works. 
Reason: To ensure that the Local Planning Authority is given sufficient notice of the works 
to enable the effective monitoring of tree work within the Borough. 
 
2. All tree surgery shall be in accordance with BS 3998: (2010) Tree Work - 
Recommendations. 
Reason: To ensure that all works are carried out in an acceptable arboricultural manner 
 
3. Climbing spikes shall not be used whilst undertaking any form of works on living trees, 
except on trees to be felled. 
Reason: Spikes can cause extensive long-term damage 
 
Informatives 
 
1. You are advised that, in accordance with Part 4, 17 (4) of The Town and Country 
Planning (Tree Preservation) (England) Regulations 2012, this decision is valid for one 
pruning operation (as per the approved specifications) to be undertaken within two years 
from the date of this notice, after which the consent lapses and a new application will be 
required. 
 
2. Removal of dead or dangerous wood: This does not require the formal consent of the 
Council.  However written notice must be given 5 working days in advance of removing 
dead wood. Where a branch is deemed to be ‘dangerous’, i.e. where works are ‘urgently 
necessary to remove an immediate risk of serious harm’, you are required to give notice 
to the Council ‘as soon as practicable after the works become necessary’. 
 
3. Disturbance of wildlife: It is an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended) to disturb roosting bats or nesting birds.  It is advisable to consult your tree 
surgeon/consultant to agree an acceptable time for carrying out any work.  Wildlife and 
habitat controls are administered by Natural England who can be contacted on 0300 030 
6000 
 
4. It is best to avoid works in the period immediately before or during bud burst and leaf 
fall to minimise the effect on the long-term health of the tree 
 



 

 

5. Tree work consents on land not owned by the applicant: It is strongly recommended 
that the owner of the tree be advised of any proposed works. The owner’s permission 
must be sought if the tree works involve work past the boundary line.  This consent does 
not in any way imply that this Council has informed the owner of sought permission or will 
condone the use of consents to force any landowner to grant such permission. 
 
Appeals 
 
If you are aggrieved by any of the conditions attached to your consent, you may appeal to 
The Planning Inspectorate (PINS). Because of coronavirus (COVID-19), you currently can 
only make a planning appeal online. You cannot currently apply by post. 
 
For more information go to: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tree-preservation-order-appeal-form 
Telephone: 0303 444 5500 or e-mail it to: 
treeandhedgeappeals@planninginspectorate.gov.uk 
 
Your appeal should be received within one month of receipt of this decision or any such 
longer period as the Planning Inspectorate may allow. 
 
If you require any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me on the above 
number. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

Andrei Nazare 
 
Andrei Nazare 
Assistant Natural Environment Officer 
C.c. Mrs Reeves, Pantiles, Upper Warren Avenue (via e-mail) 
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