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1.0 Introduction 

Our proposal replaces an existing non accessible entrance door and screen with a new glazed entrance that 
will include an exterior platform lift and glass balustrading to allow disabled workers and visitors to the 
building access - rising up two steps to the existing raised platform area.  Please refer to detailed design 
drawings supplied with the planning submission (REF:230211 Abbey gardens, 4-6 Abbey Street) 

2.0 Scope & Methodology 

We intend to use the platform lift product (details included see 4.0) which requires no ground works to secure 
and uses a fold out ramp for access to the lift itself.  The proposed lift sits on the current pavement tucked into 
the side of the existing stepped platform entrance.  The existing raised platform entrance requires widening by 
approximately 300mm and will require minimal ground works to create a firm footing for paving and to 
support a glass balustrade.  The existing pavement level is approximately 130mm above the road level. 

Note: estimate of ground works from appointed contractor 

As a brief summary, we will be carrying out our works to the existing steps to slightly increase this footprint 
over a tarmac path area. So this would indicate that this is a fairly new pathway.  

We would need to carry out groundwork’s and investigations to dig further down and to provide a firm footing 
for the platform lift and increased footprint for the steps.  

I would estimate the need to excavate circa 300mm below the existing tarmac to provide a firm base slightly 
larger than the proposed step footprint.  

We are hopeful that the current steps do have a firm substructure which will mean minimal works to the 
existing substrate, apart from providing a slightly firmer base for the platform lift. - A firm and flat ground level 
base.  

 

During design development we have explored ramps and platform lift solutions in different positions and have 
chosen the exterior platform lift as the least impactful method of making this wing of the building accessible 
for all.  The building entrance is approximately 48 metres from the Reading Abbey building itself.  There is 
open park ground between the building and Reading Abbey itself including mature trees, grass and pathways.  
There is approximately 15m of existing gated private tarmacked / cul-de-sac and tarmacked pavement 
between the entrance and this open park land.  (See images ) 

 

 

3.0 Location and Setting 
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IMAGE 1- Google Maps 

Location of existing stepped 
entrance & new platform lift 

IMAGE 2 –Source:  Reading 
Abbey Revealed -
Conservation Plan stage D - 
Aug 2015 
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4.0 Lift product data sheet 

 

  
IMAGE 4- platform lift product 

Fold out ramp variant - No ground works required for securing- minimal envisaged 
for levelling existing tarmac pavement path just under the lift base. 

IMAGE 3- Sketch of proposed 
access lift position over 
existing entrance photo 
14/03/23 


