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Appendix B  Met Office Weather Warnings 

The Met Office is responsible for issuing weather warnings, which warn of impacts caused by severe 
weather. Warnings are designed to let people, businesses, emergency responders and governments 
know what weather is in store and what the impacts of that weather may be.  

The Met Office operates 24 hours a day, 365 days a year so warnings can be issued at any time, day 
or night. 

The Met office provides warnings up to seven days ahead for rain, thunderstorms, wind, snow, lightning, 
ice, extreme heat and fog. 

Each Weather warning provides the following information: 

 Headline – a short weather headline which states what weather type is forecast 

 What to expect – details on the types of impact forecast and an indication of how likely those 
impacts are 

 What should I do – links to advice and guidance from MET office partners on how to stay safe in 
severe weather? 

 Further details – additional information on the forecast weather. 

Met Office weather warnings are available via the Met Office app and website, social media, email alerts, 
TV, radio and RSS. 

Yellow Warning:  

Yellow warnings can be issued for a range of weather situations. Many are issued when it is likely that 
the weather will cause some low-level impacts, including some disruption to travel in a few places. Many 
people may be able to continue with their daily routine, but there will be some that will be directly 
impacted and so it is important to assess if you could be affected. Other yellow warnings are issued 
when the weather could bring much more severe impacts to the majority of people but the certainty of 
those impacts occurring is much lower. It is important to read the content of yellow warnings to determine 
which weather situation is being covered by the yellow warning. 

Amber Warning  

There is an increased likelihood of impacts from severe weather, which could potentially disrupt your 
plans. This means there is the possibility of travel delays, road and rail closures, power cuts and the 
potential risk to life and property. You should think about changing your plans and taking action to protect 
yourself and your property. You may want to consider the impact of the weather on your family and your 
community and whether there is anything you need to do ahead of the severe weather to minimise the 
impact. 

Red Warning 

Dangerous weather is expected and, if you haven’t already done so, you should take action now to keep 
yourself and others safe from the impact of the severe weather. It is very likely that there will be a risk 
to life, with substantial disruption to travel, energy supplies and possibly widespread damage to property 
and infrastructure. You should avoid travelling, where possible, and follow the advice of the emergency 
services and local authorities. 
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Contact Company Name Telephone

Floodline EA Floodline 0345 988 1188

Management Company

Electricity Provider

Gas Provider

Water Company Thames Water 0800 980 8800

Local Authority Reading Borough Council 0118 937 3787

Reading Flood Wardens

Fire (non-emergency) Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue 01189 452888

Ambulance (non-
emergency)

Royal Berkshire Hospital 0118 322 5111

Police Thames Valley Police Non emergency: 101 
Emergency: 999

Local Public Transport Reading Buses 0118 959 4000
Local Radio BBC Radio Berkshire
Insurance company

Great Brighams Mead may be at risk of flooding

Flood Alert
•Be prepared to act in accordance with the Flood 
Management and Evacuation Plan.

•Monitor water levels and flood forecast on the 
EA website.

•Contact Floodline to listen to additional 
information.

Flood Warning
•Assess health and safety risks. At no time 
should staff or residents carry out anything that 
could put their life at risk.

•All residents should await instruction from the 
relevant authorities regarding evacuation and 
safe refuge.

Severe Flood Warning
•Flood Warden to monitor weather forecast and 
check expected river level and rainfall 
conditions. Monitor local radio & TV broadcasts.

•Residents should await instruction from the 
relevant authorities regarding evacuation and 
safe refuge. 

Warning No Longer in Force
•Verify Weather Forecast and flood warning – all 
clear, no further rain or fluvial flood expected.

•Take photographs or video flood damage to 
site.  List the damage caused to property and 
belongings.

•Undertaken clean up and repairs as required.

The River Thames flows west to east, to the north of this 
site. The building is safe but surrounding access routes 

may be affected by flooding during a severe flood event 
(1 in 100-year flood or greater). 

The safest route from the site is out the main ground floor 
entrance to Vastern Road

Keep Records: Contact Floodline annually to check on the flood risk to your 
residence. Check that you are insured for flooding
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