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DELEGATED APPLICATION REPORT
App Ref: 230816/ADV
Address: Site South of Elmhurst Road and East of Shinfield Road, Reading
Proposals: A Heritage Information Board. An information board showing the links between the adjacent University of Reading and the local community. 
Case Officer: Steve Vigar
Applicant: Mr Robert Cox
Date received (valid from): 12 June 2023      Target Decision date: 7 August 2023


1.
SITE DESCRIPTION
Small area of green space with street trees at corner of Elmhurst and Christchurch Roads. Located within Redlands Conservation Area.
Site visit date: 19 June 2023
[image: image2.jpg]



2.
PROPOSAL AND SUPPORTING INFORMATION

A Heritage Information Board. An information board showing the links between the adjacent University of Reading and the local community. Freestanding board – angled, mounted on two posts at waist level. Fronting pavement at corner 
Plans considered
2114-01, Location, dated 16 March 2022, received 13 June 2023

2114-03, Unit Drawing, dated 25 May 2023, received 13 June 2023

Annotated OS map “front of board facing Redlands Road”, received 13 June 2023 
3. RELEVANT PLANNING HISTORY 

None
4.
CONSULTATIONS

Conservation Area Advisory Committee – confirm support.

A site notice was displayed giving 21 days for comment.
10 Letters of support have been received.
Equality Act 2010:

In determining this application the Council is required to have regard to its obligations under the Equality Act 2010. However, there is no indication or evidence (including from consultation on the application) that the protected groups identified by the Act have or will have different needs, experiences, issues and priorities in relation to this particular planning application.  Therefore in terms of the key equalities protected characteristics it is considered there would be no significant adverse impacts as a result of the development.

5. LEGAL AND PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT

The decision is to be made under the Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) (England) Regulations 2007
Section 72 (1) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 requires the local planning authority in the exercise of its functions to pay special attention to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of a conservation area.
National Policy

National Planning Policy Framework 

National Planning Practice Guidance

Reading Borough Local Plan (2019)
OU4 – Advertisements

EN1 – Protection and Enhancement of the Historic Environment

TR3 (Access Traffic and Highway-related Matters)

EN14 (Trees, Hedges and Woodlands)

SPG/SPD

Redlands Conservation Area Appraisal
6.
APPRAISAL

Visual Amenity
The proposed advertisement would be relatively small and attractively designed and would sit comfortably in its context. The proposal would be sufficiently distant from surrounding trees. The proposal would not harm the character and appearance of the conservation area.  This is subject to the sign not being illuminated.

Public Safety
The sign is sited adjacent to but clear of the adjacent footway/cycleway. It would not cause and obstruction or a distraction to road users.

7. CONCLUSION  
The proposed development has been assessed as set out above and is considered to be acceptable on that basis, subject to the following conditions.
8.
RECOMMENDATION  

Approve
Recommended Conditions:
1. The Standard Conditions:
i. No advertisement is to be displayed without the permission of the owner of the site or any other person with an interest in the site entitled to grant permission. 

ii. No advertisement shall be sited or displayed so as to:

a) endanger persons using any highway, railway, waterway, dock, harbour or aerodrome (civil or military);

b) obscure, or hinder the ready interpretation of, any traffic sign, railway signal or aid to navigation by water or air; or

c) hinder the operation of any device used for the purpose of security or surveillance or for measuring the speed of any vehicle. 

iii. Any advertisement displayed, and any site used for the display of advertisements, shall be maintained in a condition that does not impair the visual amenity of the site. 

iv. Any structure or hoarding erected or used principally for the purpose of displaying advertisements shall be maintained in a condition that does not endanger the public. 

v. Where an advertisement is required under these Regulations to be removed, the site shall be left in a condition that does not endanger the public or impair visual amenity. 

Reason: In accordance with Schedule 2, Regulation 2(1) of the Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) (England) Regulations 2007. 

2. The advertisement hereby consented shall be carried out in accordance with the  submitted details including the following approved drawings:

2114-01, Location, dated 16 March 2022, received 13 June 2023

2114-03, Unit Drawing, dated 25 May 2023, received 13 June 2023

Annotated OS map “front of board facing Redlands Road”, received 13 June 2023 
REASON:  For the avoidance of doubt and to ensure that the advertisement is displayed in accordance with the approved details in the interests of the appearance of the conservation area, in accordance with Policies OU4 and EN1 of the Reading Borough Local Plan 2019.
3. No part of the advert hereby permitted shall be illuminated.

REASON: In the interests of the appearance of the conservation area and highway safety in accordance with Policies OU4, EN1 and TR3 of the Reading Borough Local Plan 2019.


