
 

 

 

 
 
Mr M Ward 
Arum Tree Services 
Little Court 
Crookham Common Road 
Brimpton 
RG7 4TD 
 

Frances Martin 
Executive Director for 
Economic Growth and 
Neighbourhood Services 
 
Bridge Street, Reading RG1 2LU 
 0118 9373787 
 
Our Ref: 230484/TPO 
Your Ref: 
 
Direct: 01189 374294 
andrei.nazare@reading.gov.uk 
 

19 May 2023 
 
Your contact is: Andrei Nazare, Planning, Development & Regulatory Services 

 
Dear Mr Ward, 
 
RE: PROPOSED WORKS TO TWO LIME TREES AT 78 CHAZEY ROAD, READING – T7 AND T8 
OF TREE PRESERVATION ORDER NUMBER 90/003. 
 
Thank you for your application of 8 April 2023, regarding the above. 
 
Further to my visit on 4 May 2023, I can confirm that the following works, as shown on the 
annotated photographs attached, are approved subject to the conditions below: 
 

• 2x Lime trees (T1 and T2 on Application, respectively T8 and T7 on TPO) 
o Reduce crowns back to near old reduction points 

 
The proposed works will reduce the new growth back to previous reduction points. As 
both trees have been previously reduced to the size currently proposed, this is part of 
regular management and is agreeable. 
 
During my visit I briefly discussed with Mr Gapp the presence of artificial turf around T2 
(T7 on TPO). While Mr Gapp stated that my colleague Sarah Hanson previously said the 
artificial turf around the base of the tree is fine, Sarah was not able to confirm this. 
However, my colleague re-iterated that this type of turf has multiple negative impacts 
which make the rooting environment unhealthy for trees, e.g. it heats the soil reducing 
the amount of micro-organisms that keep soil healthy, heat can be unfavourable for root 
survival too; it reduces the amount of water getting into the soil and the gas exchange 
into/out of the soil (both vital) – overall it creates an unfavourable environment for root 
growth, development and survival.  In addition, if chemical cleaners are used on it these 
could be harmful to trees. 
 
Whilst no concerns about the tree’s condition have currently been raised, it would be 



 

 

unfortunate to see the tree decline as a result of the unfavourable ground conditions 
when they could be alleviated. We therefore hope Mr Gapp with consider removing the 
artificial turf entirely, or at least a portion of it around the tree. 
 
Conditions 
 
1.Five days’ notice in writing shall be given to the Council prior to undertaking the 
approved works. 
Reason: To ensure that the Local Planning Authority is given sufficient notice of the works 
to enable the effective monitoring of tree work within the Borough. 
 
2. All tree surgery shall be in accordance with BS 3998: (2010) Tree Work - 
Recommendations. 
Reason: To ensure that all works are carried out in an acceptable arboricultural manner 
 
3. The approved canopy reduction shall be undertaken in mid-late Summer (July – 
September) when the tree’s energy reserves are at their height or during the Winter 
months of December – January during the period of dormancy. 
Reason: Taking into account the tree’s phenological cycle and in order to avoid any 
unnecessary detriment to the tree as a result of the pruning work. 
 
4. Climbing spikes shall not be used whilst undertaking any form of works on living trees, 
except on trees to be felled. 
Reason: Spikes can cause extensive long-term damage 
 
Informatives 
 
1. You are advised that, in accordance with Part 4, 17 (4) of The Town and Country 
Planning (Tree Preservation) (England) Regulations 2012, this decision is valid for one 
pruning operation (as per the approved specifications) to be undertaken within two years 
from the date of this notice, after which the consent lapses and a new application will be 
required. 
 
2. Removal of dead or dangerous wood: This does not require the formal consent of the 
Council.  However written notice must be given 5 working days in advance of removing 
dead wood.   Where a branch is deemed to be ‘dangerous’, i.e. where works are ‘urgently 
necessary to remove an immediate risk of serious harm’, you are required to give notice 
to the Council ‘as soon as practicable after the works become necessary’. 
 
3. Disturbance of wildlife: It is an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended) to disturb roosting bats or nesting birds.  It is advisable to consult your tree 
surgeon/consultant to agree an acceptable time for carrying out any work.  Wildlife and 
habitat controls are administered by Natural England who can be contacted on 0300 030 
6000 
 
4. It is best to avoid works in the period immediately before or during bud burst and leaf 
fall to minimise the effect on the long-term health of the tree. 
 



 

 

If you are aggrieved by any of the conditions attached to your consent, you may appeal to 
The Planning Inspectorate (PINS). Because of coronavirus (COVID-19), you currently can 
only make a planning appeal online. You cannot currently apply by post. 
 
For more information go to: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tree-preservation-order-appeal-form 
Telephone: 0303 444 5500 or e-mail it to: 
treeandhedgeappeals@planninginspectorate.gov.uk 
 
Your appeal should be received within one month of receipt of this decision or any such 
longer period as the Planning Inspectorate may allow. 
 
If you require any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me on the above 
number. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Andrei Nazare 
 
Andrei Nazare 
Assistant Natural Environment Officer 
 
C.c. Mr Gapp, 78 Chazey Road (via e-mail) 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tree-preservation-order-appeal-form
mailto:treeandhedgeappeals@planninginspectorate.gov.uk


 

 

 



 

 

 
 


