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Property name: The Ridgeway Primary School

Property address: Willow Gardens, Reading, RG2 7EL

Renewal of planning application of 1 no. double-stack demountable modular double classroom unit and associated external works.


Existing Building and Site

The Ridgeway Primary School is located within the ward of Church and occupies a suburban site to the South of central Reading. The School’s catchment serves the immediate local area, accommodating at present 453 pupils and also has 25 in the nursery.

The School’s accommodation is located within two single storey buildings dating to around the 1930’s. One housing the dining hall and kitchen and the other brick built, housing the remainder of the school’s accommodation, including a ‘rollalong’ extension to the main building which primarily accommodates the Nursery. The main building has two principal wings of accommodation to the North and East, with a third, smaller wing returning along the South. The main hall is located centrally off the Eastern wing and extends Eastwards, dividing the parking locations.

The site is bounded by housing to the East and partly to the North and The Cowsey, an extensive wildlife heritage site of woodland and grassland to the North, South and West. The school site is expansive with a large grassed area for formal and informal play stretching to the West and two areas of hardstanding for formal and informal play to the North and South. The secure Nursery and Foundation stage outdoor playspaces have been developed with various items of play equipment.

The School operates from 8.50am-3.15pm although the site is open earlier from approx. 7.30am by the site controller. In term times a breakfast club runs between 8am and 9am and an After-School Club runs until 6.00pm. Activity clubs sometimes use the playing field during the school holidays for football.

Brief

Planning Permission was previously granted on 4 June 2015 (150481) for the Retention of 1 double-stack demountable modular double classroom unit and associated ground works.

It is proposed that the double-stack demountable modular double classroom unit will be used as classrooms for SEND pupils for a period of at least five years, preferably permanently. These places are needed by January 2024 for year 7 pupils, who are considered year 4/5 developmentally. We have a statutory duty to provide places for SEND and this location will provide separate access in and out of the school avoiding the busy main school, which is essential for SEND pupils.

The Ridgeway Primary School is 3FE but is currently operating as a 2FE, therefore there would not be any additional parking or staff than required in a 3FE school.



Design Principles/ Solutions

The proposed location, to the South-West corner of the existing main playground, was deemed preferable so as not to restrict any potential future permanent development.

A double-stack modular was installed due to the efficiencies it provides in building footprint, energy use and costs.

The accompanying drawings illustrate the configuration and appearance of the modular classrooms. The modular was formed from composite wall panels finished in a coated metal, indicated as green on the drawings. The low pitched roof is a high performance composite panel system metal deck roof.

Access and Inclusion Principles

The modular classrooms are two storey.  The ground floor is designed on the principle of level access throughout. The main entrance door opens from a raised timber deck accessed from the existing hard-standing playground via a ramp, with associated steps.  There is an accessible toilet provided on the ground floor accessed from the staircase lobby, off the main entrance lobby.


Highways

The existing pedestrian and vehicle entrances are to remain as existing as part of this application.

There is no proposal to affect the existing numbers of parking spaces within the school site.

Landscape Design

The scheme included limited external works, with an external ramp and associated steps to the modular unit entrance. A new area of macadam is  around part of the modular to link it back to the existing hardstanding play area to ensure a seamless route for the children.

Whilst the modular is sited on a grassed area the school still has adequate remaining playing field area for seven-a-side football and a 100m running track.


Sustainability

In line with Reading Borough Council’s guidance, sustainability and environmental issues will be considered as part of any proposed permanent new-build development, to reduce the environmental impact of the various elements of the buildings.

The proposed modular classroom was constructed to current building control requirements. Due to the nature of the modular classroom it is easily demountable and can be reused/ 

relocated elsewhere, following removal from this site.

Archaeology

Initial contact was made with Berkshire Archaeology regarding the proposals and drawings E02348-P-100 Location Plan and E02348-P-101 Block Plan have been forwarded to them. Their initial feedback is that given the scale of the proposal and the low archaeological potential of this area they don’t feel that a requirement for any archaeological work would be appropriate for this site.

Sport England

Contact was made with Sport England in 2014 regarding the proposals and drawings E02348-P- 100 Location Plan, E02348-P-102 Proposed Playing Fields and an aerial photograph was forwarded to them for comment.
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