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Dear Mr Bodman,

RE: PROPOSED WORKS TO ONE BEECH TREE AT 20 LIMA COURT, READING - T9 OF TREE
PRESERVATION ORDER NUMBER 82/001.

Thank you for your application of 28 April 2023 and confirmation e-mail of 2 May 2023,
regarding the above.

Further to my visit on 22 May 2023, | have the following comments:

| was not able to access the enclosure where the tree grows, but | was able to look at it
from the nearby public area and estimate its trunk is growing approximately 4-5m away
from the building. The crown is balanced along the N-W - S-E direction, as such that its
radius towards and away from the building is almost equal at approximately 5.5m.

You proposed a 3-4 metres clearance from the building and roof (we take the roof as the
gutter line). A reduction of 4m away from the gutters will result in significant loss of leaf
area as it reduces the N-W quadrant of the crown by more than 50%. Such a reduction will
also cause unnecessary large wounds by reducing primary branches. In line with good
arboricultural practices, no more than 30% of leaf area of a branch or a tree as a whole
should not be removed at any one time - even so, only with good reason, and the size of
the wounds should be kept to a minimum. We can approve a lesser reduction to provide
the appropriate clearance to the building, as per my conclusion below.

In conclusion, for the reasons discussed above, the following proposed works are
refused:

e 1x Beech tree (T9 on Application and on TPO) - lateral reduction to create 3-4m
clearance to the facade and roof



I can confirm that the following lesser works are approved subject to the conditions
below:

e 1x Beech tree (T9 on Application and on TPO) - lateral reduction to create a
maximum 2m clearance to the facade and the roof (gutter line) pruning to
appropriate growing points, leaving a flowing crown line

During my visit | noted that Ivy and other vegetation are growing at the base of the tree
and are making the visual inspection of the trunk difficult. It is prudent to sever the lvy at
the base early to avoid it overwhelming the tree and to facilitate easy inspection. See
informative 5 below.

We have not yet received confirmation for planting the replacements for protected trees
felled in the past - felling agreements under applications ref. 172138/TPO (T17 Birch),
182092/TPO (T13 Cedar) and e-mail of 14/3/19 (T15 Birch). We await confirmation of the
planting if this was carried out or welcome a discussion on completing the planting during
the next planting season (commencing November 2023).

Conditions

1.Five days’ notice in writing shall be given to the Council prior to undertaking the
approved works.

Reason: To ensure that the Local Planning Authority is given sufficient notice of the works
to enable the effective monitoring of tree work within the Borough.

2. All tree surgery shall be in accordance with BS 3998: (2010) Tree Work
Recommendations.
Reason: To ensure that all works are carried out in an acceptable arboricultural manner

3. Climbing spikes shall not be used whilst undertaking any form of works on living trees,
except on trees to be felled.
Reason: Spikes can cause extensive long-term damage

Informatives

1. You are advised that, in accordance with Part 4, 17 (4) of The Town and Country
Planning (Tree Preservation) (England) Regulations 2012, this decision is valid for one
pruning operation (as per the approved specifications) to be undertaken within two years
from the date of this notice, after which the consent lapses and a new application will be
required.

2. Removal of dead or dangerous wood: This does not require the formal consent of the
Council. However written notice must be given 5 working days in advance of removing
dead wood. Where a branch is deemed to be ‘dangerous’, i.e. where works are ‘urgently
necessary to remove an immediate risk of serious harm’, you are required to give notice
to the Council ‘as soon as practicable after the works become necessary’.



3. Disturbance of wildlife: It is an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as
amended) to disturb roosting bats or nesting birds. It is advisable to consult your tree
surgeon/consultant to agree an acceptable time for carrying out any work. Wildlife and
habitat controls are administered by Natural England who can be contacted on 0300 030
6000

4. It is best to avoid works in the period immediately before or during bud burst and leaf
fall to minimise the effect on the long-term health of the tree

5. Prior to the severing of well-established Ivy at the base of the tree, it would be prudent
to carry out an assessment of whether any of the stems of the lvy are forming a natural
brace above a suspected bark-included union

If you are aggrieved by the refusal of consent for the proposed pollarding or by any of the
conditions attached to your consent, you may appeal to The Planning Inspectorate (PINS).
Because of coronavirus (COVID-19), you currently can only make a planning appeal online. You
cannot currently apply by post.

For more information go to:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tree-preservation-order-appeal-form
Telephone: 0303 444 5500 or e-mail it to:
treeandhedgeappeals@planninginspectorate.gov.uk

Your appeal should be received within one month of receipt of this decision or any such
longer period as the Planning Inspectorate may allow.

If you suffer any loss or damage as a result of this refusal of consent, you may be entitled
to recover compensation from the Council. If you wish to make a claim you must do so
within 12 months from the date of this decision (or, if you appeal to the Secretary of
State, within 12 months from the date of his decision). Claims should be made in writing
to the Insurance Section, Reading Borough Council, Civic Centre, Bridge Street, Reading,
RG1 2LU.

If you require any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me on the above
number.

Yours sincerely,
Andrei Nazare

Andrei Nazare
Assistant Natural Environment Officer
On behalf of Sarah Hanson, Natural Environment Officer

C.c. Sinclair Property Ltd, Berkeley House, Barnet Road, St Albans (via e-mail)
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